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To a Diſenting Gentleman. 
F | 


T is ſomewhat odd, I conſeſfs, that of an old Friend, I ſhould 
at laſt become your open Adverſary. It 1 more odd, that I 
8 ſhould pretend to att the Friend in doing ſo. Tet am I 
= ju no pain to ſatisfie you, this is uo merePretence : But 
ought to — my ſelf to others, and tel the Courteous Rea- 
der, That Jou, knowing me a to Mr. B's Pecſon, 
gave me this Volum of his Sermons to lead me into his Cha- 
raſter : Aud that knowing me to be under none of thoſe 
Engagements, which faſten men to a Party, Jou defired my 
Opinion of what he more particularly levels againſt the 
whole Order of Biſhops, as diſtin from Presbyrers. But 7 . 
muſt tell you one thing more, aud which you know perfectiy wel. 
II is, That an honeſt Man cannot deſert, or conceal the Truth 
out of Private Reſpects. And therefore you canuet take it a- 
miſs, that I a@ that Honeſt Man, For ſhould I not, I were al- 
together unwort by of your Friends. 

"Tis true indeed, the impotent Inſults of ſame of 'a Party, eſs. 
Ken hay thee nee 3 r where- 
win. openly provoked, and challenged our Clergy 
os occaſion, to N indicate their Dioceſans fram Mr. B's. — 4 
againſt Them; and that Contempt, Ae himſelf bas expreſſed of 
what has been already endeavoured\tbat way, tho' more than He 
bas thought fit toReply to, haue carried me ſurt her perhaps,thaw 
Jou required: And me not only Examine lg Principles, 
and take his Syſtem in pieces a But ate la with more 
Plaineſs, than perbaps had been-atherwiſe Pr al the Man, 
and his Performances. L Fade I WED IVY 599 5 , 28 
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The World indeed might have ſooner expected an Undertaking 
of this nature from Theſe, who much earlier apprehended the 
Church was in Danger, and whoſe real and pretended Fears 
have been of late ſo Clamorous : Than from One of Moderate, 
or, as their great Charity would ſuggeſt, Dangerous, and Sul- 
pected Principles. But it has been long obſerved, that great 
Talkers are not the beſt at Performing. Beſides, it often hap- 
pens, that Men of great Forwardneſs are Embarraſſed in the 
Time of Action. But nothing is apt to damp mens Courage ſo 
much, as a Conſciouſnels of their own Weakneſs : Which they can 
conceal well enough byNoiſe & Buſtle, where there is no Danger, 
Story indeed tells us, that the Capitol was once preſerved by the 
Canning of Geeſe : But it was never foretold, that the Church 
ſhould be preſerved by the ſame means. Had theſe Creatures been 
as ſagacious and vigilant, when the Galli hover d lately about 
thoſe Coalts, ſoFamous for them. They had not been ſo ill prepared 
to receive Them, asSome have fince thought fit to complain. But 
perhaps the Solan Brood have not theNaturalAnticipations and 
Auguries of Domeſtick Poultry: Unleſs one would ſay, They have, 
fince the Sacking of Rome, entred into ſectet Alliances with 

thoſe Bullies of the Dunghil, who know better how to Flie, 
Some, I am tola, have ſaid J. B. is too contemptible an Au- 
thor, to be made an Adverſary: That noLaurets are to be reaped 
by a Conqueſt ſo eafily gain'd,as over him. But I would ask theſe 
Menof Glory ,if they would lay by theGravity of their Eyebrows, 
How long the Heroes of the Church have fought fading 
Crowns? What db they think the Soldier deſerves from bis 
Country, who refuſes to march againſt a Rebel,” le, 5kIful in the 
Art ef War than himſelf. A DaringMan,without still at theHead 
of a Party, that has a great Opinion of him, may do a great deal 
of Miſchief : Nor i it ſo much to be confidered what ſuch an One 

really h, as what his Followers think of him. A 

Happy ſhould we be, as Men and Chriſtaus could an Expedient 
be found out to prevent all Conteſts of this nature; to Unite = | 
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All in our Religious, and Civil Intereſts; and make N One 
Entire Church, as well as State. This would ſettle a free and 
good Underſtanding among Neighbours and Acquaimtance: This 
would Eſtabliſh the moſt Secure and Laſting Peace in Theſe 
Nations, and add the greateſt Strength and Honour to the Re- 
formation. But alas! ſuch a State of Things ts rather to be 
imagined in a pleafing Faucie, or wiſhed for by a Devout Heart, 
thaw in good earneſt expected by One, who judges by the Ap- 
pearrances of Things. For if ſome Mens private Advantage en- 
gaged them lately to oppoſe the Glorious Deſign, which the Go- 
vernment had laid, of Uniting Two Kingdoms; and ren- 
dred the Effecting of it extreamly Difficult to Perſons of the 
greateſt Wiſdom and Application : We muſt ever deſpair of En- 
| joying the other, till They, who at preſent thrive by Schiſm, 
as the Former by Faction, do find their Intereſt, or at leaſt 
ſecure a Livelihood in it. For while they live comfortably, and * 
in good Reputation with their Party ; it cannot be expetted, as 
the World goes, they ſhould readily change their Condition for 
Naked Truth, and Inglorious Peace. No, tis more Reaſonable 
to expect, They ſhould beſtir them elves a main, and lay about 
them on all ſides to deſeat, if poſſible,all Overtures and Tendencies 
that way zor make their Cauſe ſo Good, and Party ſo Conſſderable, 
as rather to Propoſe, than Receive Terms. And therefore we 
ought not to wonder, when we ſee them very buſie in blowing up 
Old Diſputes, and repairing ſome thread bare Arguments a- 
gainſt the Church, and Hierarchy. But we may wonder to ſee 
Men contending, for Reformation and Conſcience, forgetful of 
Truth & Modelty ;and endeavouring by falſe Repreſentations 
and Calumny, what they cannot effett by Reaſonor Scripture. 
How well Mr. B. has acquitted himſelf in the Preſent Junc- 
ture, and how ſeajonably he has diltinguiſhed his Affection to a 
Party, and afiſted in his way, to the Promoting thoſe Glorious 
Things, rhey hope to accompliſh ove day, Tou yourſelf cannot 
conceal, And the yon have not Zeal enough, to deſire They 
ſhould & ucceed in all things: Becauſe your Inclination to the 
| | Peace 
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Peace and Proſperity of your Country makes you abate ſome vba: 
of 2? : Tet have = Sincerity enough to own,yeu don't know where 
. Things may end. For if that Legal Security, the Church at 
Preſent enjoys, were taken away; if Liberty were not only iu- 
dulged to tender Conſciences, but a Coach & Six drove through 
the late Arbitrary Inclotures ; and if Poſts of Honour and Au- 
thority were open and acceſſible to the Sons of Zeal : It would be 
bard, as the World goes, for Gentle and Peaceable Mew to keep 
#heir ground. For Pride and Reſentment, would by degrees, get 
the better of Religion and Duty, aud daily encreaſe the Numer 
of the Party: Where the Dilappointed and Diſcontended (a 
Sort of Men never wanting in the moſt Equal Governments) wou'd 
fad Protection and Encouragemeat, from the Patrons of Li- 
berty aud Conſcience. 

Religion egualy commands Duty and Obedience to our Civil 
and Eocleſiaſtical Governours : And upon the ſame pretences, 
that Men withdraw their Obedience from the one, they may 
from the other. Tus but ſaying, as occaſion offers, the Govern- 
ment is Tyrannical, and the Laws Arbitrary and Uncqual, 
and they may then be a: lawfully Oppoſed, and Deſpiſed, as 
the moſt Obſolete Canons, and Superſtitious Prieſts. When 
Hen are Religious in goodearmeſt, they rannat bat haue a ſecret 
Regard to the Diſpenſers of the Divine Myſteries : They can- 
wot but look upon themſelurs, as under their Direction, in Mat- 
ters reſpecting their Office, and while They ad according to 
that Power, the Goſpel has given them. So that Men who 
Safttly deſpiſe their Admonitions, which are according toIruth 
and Godlineſs ; and diſobey thoſe Rules reſpecting the Decency 

aud Order of Publick Worſhip, which they bave upon mature 
Deliberation Reſolved upon ; will as haſtily renounce their Al- 
legiance zo thePrince,when they (hall think it convenient to do ſo. 
Dis the fame Spirit, which animates the Children of Diſo- 
bedience, whether in Church, or State. They pretend both to 
Jae mighty Faults in the Conſtitution. They both pretend to Re- 
form and. Settle it upon a Swe and Laſting Foundation. In - 
| Word: 
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Word. They both aim at the ſame thing at the Bottom To 
mend their own Fortune. Ze St. Paul's days there were Zea- 
lots, who were very Diſputatious, tho deſtitute of the Truth : 
But it was Gain they Contended for. This was their Religion. 
This was Godlineſs in their ſenſe, (1 Tim. 6. 5.) And we have 
Reaſon to believe the Number of them is not Decreaſed tothis day. 
Sir, I ſpeak with my uſual freedom to you, who are engaged 
in a Party, rather by Education, than Choiſe ; who have no 
Stake to loſe by the Truth, where ever it lies; who have Ca- 
pacity enough te diſcern it, when laid before you in a clear light, 
and Candor enough to embrace it, when diſcern'd. For theſe 
Reaſons, I hope that Tou, and a few Others of your Temper, will 
confider what I offer in the following Remarks with that Indiffe- 
rence, and Equality of Fudgment, which you ſo affettionately re- 
commended to me, when you firſt impoſed this Service upon me. 
I will not ſay, you are altogether without Prejudice : Ton have 
a great Opinion of My. B. and his Abilities. Tou think he has 
acquitted himſelf with great dexterity againſt the Dioceſan Bi- 
ſhops. And have rather obliged me to examine what he has ſaid 
- that Subject, to be better informed my ſelf, than to inform you 
etter, | ; hive Tat 
Ton know the Controverſy ij about Two Hundred Tears ſtan- 
ding, and I dare aſſure you his Arguments are not of a mne 
Newer Date. And therefore in Anſwer to them, it might ſeem 
ſufficient, to repeat what has been already offered beyond Reply, 
by Men of great Learning and Judgment. But becauſe he has 
given a new Air to ſome Things, T ſhall conſider, whether they 
are the better for that. | 
Not that it is in my #houghts, to pat-you out of Conceit with 


Him, or detract in the leaſt from his Eminent Qualifications. 
All that I beg, is, that you would believe him tallible ; and 


that you would not pin your Faith on his Sleeve, nor im- 
 plicitely receive all he ſays, as the very Oracles of God. Tow 

. know, how juſtly we Condemn the Papiſts, for placing Inſallibili- 
ty in any Mortal Man, or the Reſolutions of any certain Num- 


ber 
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ber of Men. So that if you do the ſame thing, you are much more 
Inexcuſable, and ſtand condemned by your own Conſcience, 
I may add Mr. B. is not entirely either in the Presbyterian, 
or Independent Syſtem, as I ſhall obſerve in it's place; So that 
ſhould he happen to ſtumble, it may not immediately affe you: 
Tour Principles may ſtand good, tho he be miſtaken, as Great 
Witts often are. Who are too apt toconfide in their ownStrength, 
and to ſtrain Points by the Force of their Imaginations, beyond 
the Dimentions of Nature and Truth, with a vain Defire to 
out. do Others. ; 

To ſay one word for my ſelf, I have Religiouſly expreſſed his 
Senſe in bis own Words: And where atone Doubtful, or - 
Unintelligible; I have given his Meaning as well as I could 
gueſs it. If my Reflections ſeem ſometimes more Pleaſant 
and Ludicrous, as on ſome parts of the Preface, than become 
Serious Matters, tis becauſe no other Notice ought to be taken 
of them. I have not laboured to make things Ridiculous : But 
wore plainly repreſented, what ſeemed ſo to me. TI never give 
him worſe Terms than Mr. B. or ſometimes in haſte plain J. B. 
ich concetve, will be leſs Offenſrve to him; who mentions the 
Apoltles with no Note of Diſtindtion. In all other Points, I 
bave endeavoured to maintain that Temper and Gravity, which 
becomes the Subject, and = 


SIR, 
Your Real Friend, 


and Humble Servant. 
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REMARKS 


On the 


PREFACE 


Ho' F. B. cannot in conſcience complie with 
ſome Rites and Ceremonies of Eccleſiaſtical 
Inſtitution, and allow'd to be in their own 
nature Harmleſs and Inoffenſive ; yet does he 

a make no Scruple, it ſeems, of Conforming to 

the Faſhions of this World, and to Cuſtoms altogether Pa- - 

gan. For no deſigning Courtier, no State Chaplain more 
ceremoniouſly obſerves the Modes and Forms of Prefaces 
and Dedications, or more arcfully addreſſes himſelf to the 

Affections of his Patrons and Readers, than he does. Which 

upon a ſerious and acurate Search into Antiquity, I find 

to be a Practice of mcre Humane, ol Heathenith Invention, 
and introduc'd into the World by Perſons of no great Re- 
putation for their Probity, or Sincerity ; I mean your Sco- 
phants and Paraſites. Who having no very honourable De- 
ſigns upon the Purſes of Great Men, inſtead of picking their 

Pockets, (a Practice tho very Ancient, yet attended with 

no imall Peril) found out a more ſafe and plauſible way of 

gaining their ends. They obſerv'd, that the Men of Fortune 
were to be caught like Trouts ; that by tickling their Ears, 

they rais'd e'm to ſuch a degree of Ftenzie, as to give a- 

way their Money and Eſtates, | | 
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According to the niceſt Forms of this Art, as delivered 
by the Rhetoricians, J. B. tells the World in che firſt Sen- 
rence of this Preface, the Principal Motive that induc'd him 
to Collect and Publiſh this Volum of Occaſional Sermons ; 
That he did it purely in compliance with the Requeſt of 
many that heard em. Who I hence conclude were his chief 
Patrons and Benefactors, and to whom this ready Compli- 
ance is a ſufficient Argument of his Gratitude, as of the 
Gentleneſs and Facility of his Temper. ; 

But the Cenlorious, who are no ſmall part of this ill-na- 
turd World, ſay, this is too open a Declaration for One of 
his Character to make. That whatever it was prevail'd 
on him to Publiſh thete Sermons, he ought to have preten- 
ded, that it was only the Good of Souls, the Inſtruction of 
the Ignorant, the Conviction of the Erronious, the Admo- 
nition of the Unruly, or at leaſt the Conſolation of the tru- 
ly Pious. Becauſe the Prophane will be apt to ſay, he firſt 
Preach'd them to the ſame purpoſe he ar laſt Publiſhes them, 
namely to pleaſe and gratific his Hearers. 

Some pretend to penetrate farther into his Deſigns, and 
think he had other Views in this Publication, than the 
bare Gratification of his Hearers, but of ſo Private Con- 
cernment, as the Publick was no way intcreſted in: There 
are ſecret Inducements, or Motives call'd by the Logicians 
Argumenta ad Hominem, of all others the moſt Affecting 
and Perſuaſive, much of the nature of your Pocket Piſtoles, 
which as foon as you clap them to a Man's Breaſt, let him 
be never ſo Ruſtick or Inflexible in his Temper, he is pre- 
lently your moſt obſequious humble Servant. This they 
pretend to collect from the Title Page of moſt of theſe Ser- 
moys, Where we are told they are Printed for the Uſe of the 
Author. As if he had taken the Precedent from the Poets 
and Actors, who, that their Friends may come in and en- 
courage the Opera, ſet forth in their Tickets or Advertiſe- 
ments for the Uſe or Benefit of the Author Mr. J. B. or Mrs. 


1 

He conſider' d, it ſeems, that the Cormorant-Bookſellers 
are wont to ſwallow no ſmall ſhare of an Authors Laborious 
Diligence, when they have the Vending of it. That ordi- 
nary Cuſtomers are apt to depreciate the beſt Works, and 
that many inſtead of Buying in Publick Shops, content 
themſelves with a liquoriſh Taſte now and then, to the 
great Derriment of an Author; all which Inconveniencies 
are cfteQtually prevented by keeping the Sale of his Works 
in his own Hands. For no one can be fo brazen-tac'd, as 
to ask leave to ſit in his Study or Ware- houſe, to Read and 
Cenſure, or Undervalue them to his Face. Thus all the 
felonious Crew of Criticks, Plagiaries, and other diſaffect- 
ed Readers are excluded from nibbling theſe precious Frag- 
ments, and none admitted to ſee them, but ſuch as are re- 
{olved to like, and love, and purchaſe them art his own 
Rate. And if he think fit to make Preſents of ſome of em 
to Perſons of known Liberality, he is ſure of not looſing 
his Price. | 

Laſtly, all the Importunate Requeſtors of the Publicati- 
on of theſe Sermons are in Honour and Conſcience oblig- 
ed to bring in Cuſtomers, and moſt zealouſly recommend 
them to their loving and pious Friends, till the whole Im- 
preſſion be gott oft,and at as high a Rare as is poſſible. For 
they cannot avoid the odious guilt and imputation of In- 
gratitude,ſhou'd they ſufter the good Man's Laborious Pains 
to be Loſt or Undervalued. . Has any one, ſay they, the 
Pope in his Belly, a ſore and reprobating Malady, let him 
but take a Taſte of either ot the Two Firſt Sermons, as he 
lies upon his Pillow, and it will expel Antichriſt as cer- 
tainly, as a cup of good ſpic'd old Ale does Wind in the 

Stomach. And for as much as Servants and Nurics, who 
are often educared in Superſtition, are wont to ſuſter the 

| Biſhop, not the Scriptural, but the Modern Biſhop to dip his 
Foot in the Childrens Milk, (who is c'en as bad as che 


Pope) let them therefore bur ger a Sentence or T'wo of the 
| A 2 Laft 


(4) 
Laſt Sermon in their Mouths, and reliſh their Palates there- 
with it: is a moſt Sovereign Antidote againſt all tuch C- 
ſcriptural Flautgonſts. | | | 
As for himſelf, 1 muſt ſay, he is very modeſt in his 
Commendation of them, they are (to uſe his own words) 
but as ſo many Fragments gather d up, that nothing be loſt, to 
allude to 7ohn 6. verſ. 12. But then this implies no ſmail 
Commendation of his otherWorks, in compariton of which, 
this choiſe Collection of Occaſonal Sermons are but as 
Fragments. And indeed I muſt ſay, that he alone is the 
firſt Great Man, I have heard of, collecting Eis own Frag- 
ments; this being a Work rather to be expected from his 
Widow, or Heirs, and Executors, who might have ſent them 
abroad under the Title of Crumbs of Comfort, or The Golden 
Remains of the late Pious and Learned Mr. J. B. V D. M. 
the Author of an Anſwer to Mr. A. againſt Dn. Manby. Of the 
Kemarks upon the Biſhop. of Derry's Inventions of Men in 
the Worſhip of God ; with the Refutation of real Matters of 
Fat; and of a Collection of Hymns more proper to be 
Uſed in Divine Worſhip, than any compos'd by other 12 
ſpir d Perſons, As for himſelf, methinks, ſince he was 
prevail'd upon to bleſs the Publick with his Lalours, he 
might have afforded us ſomewhat Perfect and Compleat ; 
unleſs he thinks his Fragments better, and more valuable 
than other Mens Works. | 
Whether he has here tranſcrib'd the good Husbandry o 
a certain Preacher about Sixty Years ago, who ſetting up 
for himſelf with a Stock of about Thirty well choſen Ser- 
mons, With an Occaſional Appendix or Two ; and having 
run them all out merhodically with no ſmall Approbation 
of his Flock, unſtitching & ſhuffling them altogether, accor- 
ding to a Prophane Art he had learn'd in his unregenerate 
Days, put himſelf after wards to no further trouble, than 
to let drop as many Leaves, as might compole the Vo- 
lum of a Sermon, which by this means was always New, 
as 
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as to the Form and Method of it at leaſt. Or whether he 
made this good uſe of ſome Chriſtian Authors, he is pleas d 
in charity to keep a Mental Communion with, as ſome 
ſay they have diſcover'd and glend out of them, (ſome pala- 
table Morlels) I leave it to the more Curicus to determine. 

But whatever theſe Fragments arc, he gives us here to 
underſtand, as well as in the Title Pages, the end for which 
he has collected them, vi. to make the beſt of them, bat 
nothing be loſt. Which plainly enough implies, that the 
reſt of his Labours had all the good effects he cou'd poſſibly 
expect, and that he had already made the beſt he cou'd of 
them. Not ſo of theſe, ſomething he thinks may be ſtill 
pick d out of them of no ill Savour, and which might be 
loft it they were ſuffer'd to lic by, which he knows to be a 
picce of ill Husbandry ; having learnt by experience the 
Truth of that Maxim in Economicks, that whatever may le 
ſav'd, if not ſav'd, is loſt. 

Or whether he is better skill'd in the Art and Miſtery of 
Cookery, which directs what good uſe may be made of 
Fragments, whether in Haſhes, Gallimawfrys, Fricaſies, or 
Ragouſts, and which every Profeſſor in that ancient Facul- 
ty frequently puts in Practice, making a Collection of 
Fragments at leaſt once a Week, which, however unſavory 
they may be in puris Naturalibus, by an Infuſion of certain 
Liquors, and a Mixture of certain Specificks ſecundum Ar- 
tem, chymically prepar'd by the help of the ſovereign Ele- 
ments of Fire and Water, is no uncomfortable Refreſhment 
to ſome Palates, If Mr. J. B. took the hint from theſe car- 
nal Artiſts to make the like good ule of his Intellectual 
Grubbings, and ſpiritualize Cookery, (as an old Acquain- 
tance of his did ZZusbandry) preparing for his liquoriſh 
Hearcrs an Entertainment ot choiſe Spiritual Fragments, we 
ought to applaud, not condemn his Frugality. | 

Tis not for Perſons of ſo vitiated Palates, as we poor 
Formaliſts are, to pretend to determine by our own Taſte, 
| how 
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how skilfully he has perform'd this Operation. All I dare 
ſay, is, that however he may come ſhort in Art, he has 
not come ſhort of his Aim; his Scraps have anſwer'd his 

Ends, th6 never ſo nauſeous and inſipid. Nothing is /s/ 
on his ſide, and ſo far at leaſt the AAuſſon is good. Where. 
as before this Thought came into my head, I was at a 
great loſs to make out the Alluſion, thinking that ic was 
no more than a prophane and impertinent Application of 
our Lords Words, without any manner of Analogy, or like- 
neſs in the Senſe. For one would expect to find a Compari- 
ſon ſo conſpicuouſly plac'd in the front of the Preface, run: 
ning upon all Four. Whereas upon mature Examination, 1 
cannot diſcover it goes upon any more than One Leg, and 
that, as the World may lee, a very wooden one. 

Our Saviour, to ſpake with Reverence, fed a Multitude 
of about Five Thouſand Men, with Five Barley Loaves, and 
Two ſmall Fiſhes, and when they had eaten as much as they 
would, and were filled, there remain'd a conſiderable quan- 
tity of Fragments, over and above unto them that had eatey. 
Theſe our Lord commanded his Diſciples to gather up, at 
not hing be loſt. | | 

Mr. F. B. having ſcrambl'd together out of the Rubbiſh 
of all his Sermons, or other Mens, this Volum, and reſolving 
by all means to allude to theſe Fragments, without more 
ado, ſays, theſe Sermons are as ſo many Fragments gathered 
up that nothing be loft. But Dear Mr. B. where is the Alluſion? 
Was your Congregation Cen clem'd, before you, out of the 
Plenitude of your Divine Wiſdom miraculouſly fed them? 
Are all your Spiritual Loaves eat up to theſe Crumbs of Com- 
fort 2 If they are all of a piece with this AJuſion, believe me, 
they are not yet paſs'd danger of being /oft ; after all your 
Engeavours to preſerve them, tis very likely they will one 
day (except ſuch as may be applied in parcels to Neceſſary, 
but Prophanc Ulcs) moulder and periſh in Grub fret. 


But 


But 7. B. is fortified-againſt any ſuch ſhocking Preſages, 
as this is, or any Cenfures that may be paſs d upon theſe 
Fragments. For continuing the Allegory, he ſays, how 
they may ſuit with the Palates of the Curious Readers. I am 
wot very anxious to know, having deſign d them (notwithſtand- 
ing what is ſaid in the Title Pages, for the Uſe of ſuch as 
have a true Relliſh for the plain and unadulterated Truth of 
Gods Word. Suppoſing, it ſeems, that the Palates of thoſe 
he calls Curious Readers, that is, all who dont admire his 
Works, are ſo vitiated, that Truth will not go down with 

them, unlels it be lac'd with Humane Ordinances, or a- 
dulterated with the Traditions of Men ; giving «s to know, 
that they are wholly calculated (like our Modern Almanacks) 
for the promoting the unconteſted Intereſt of true Piety & Holi- 
neſs, i. e. forthe Meridian of Wood ſtreet, where Piety and 
Holineſs are elevated in the Aſtrologers Imagination Eighty 
Nine Degrees and ſeveral Minutes above the Horizontal 
Ceremony-Mongers in the ſame Latitude, being ſuch as own 
the Chriſtian Religion in its greateſt Purity and Simplicity, 
and add thereto (ot themſelves) the moſt comprehenſive Chari- 
ty, as he deſcribes them in the Concluſion of this Preface. 

But in my poor opinion theſe figurative Fragments had 
not been the worſe, had he calculated, or defigned them 
for the Uſe of thoſe, who are not either in his, or their own 

Opinion ſo Perfect, as the Perſons he there deſcribes ; or 
had his pious Intentions in Publiſhing them been more ex- 
tenſive and charitable. Such a careleſs Indifference for the 

Good of our Fellow-Chriſtians, let them be never ſo weak; 
ſuch a faſtidious Contempt of Others, however Mean and 
Deſpicable, ſavours too much of the Phariſees Temper in 
the Parable, who could not forbear cenſuring and debaſing 
his Neighbour, while he applauded and magnified his own 

falſe Vertue. 2 

But what, I wonder, does he mean by thoſe. plain Truths, 

which his Friends have a better Helliſt of, than others 

| Are 
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1 
Are they the neceſſary Articles of the Chriſtian Faith? 
Theſe, others believe, as diſtinctly as they. Are they the 
nice Points of Predeſtination, Election, the Irreſiſtibility of 
Divine Grace, Oc: Theſe are not ſo plain as curious, and 
maintain'd by ſome on both ſides. Are they ſubſtantial 
Truths, as oppoſite to Rites and Ceremonies? We make 
theſe no part of our Religion. But perhaps he means thoſe 
Principles, which indeed are peculiar to him and his Party: 
As that the Commands aud Inj unctious of our Civil and Eccle- 
fiaſtical Governours, are only then to be obey d, when we ap- 
prove of them. That the bare Impoſing of things in their own 
nature Lawful and Indifferent, makes them Sinful : That 
merely to doubt of the Lawfulneſs of any Action, is a ſufficient 
round not to do it; but rather commit what iI known to be 
plainly Unlawful, i. e. diſobey Lawful Authority. That the 
moſt reverent Poſtures are not to be uſed in the moſt ſolemn 
Acts of Chriſtian Worſhip. That they, who have no Power in 
the Church, can aſſume to themſelves, or confer upon others, a 


Power, when they think fit, &c. 


But we ſay theſe are ſo far from being plain Truths, con- 
tain'd in God's Word, that they are directly oppoſite there- 
to, and even to common Senſe. | 

F. B. having according to the example of the greateſt 
Wits, and ancient Writers, paid his Reſpects to his Patrons, 
nnd {aid what he thought proper ro be known concerning 
his Works, and the Perſons, for whoſe Uſe he principally de- 
ſign'd them; is pleas'd alſo not to leave the World alro- 
gether in the dark concerning himſelf, He plainly enough 
ſuggeſts with the uſual Art and Modeſty of Dedicatots, 
ſuch things concerning his Parts, Temper, and Religion, 
as are ſufficient to beger in his Readers, no contemprible, 
or diſagrecable Idea ot his Perſon. Having told us that 
molt of theſe Sermons are of a Pradtical Strain and Tenden- 
cy. He adds, What little occurs, that is Controverſial in 
them, ( which is chicfly in the Two Firſt Sermons, and = 

La 
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aud the Appendix to it, ) 7 have endeavoured to manage with 
that Clearneſs, and Temper, which are the genuine Charatters 
of that Wiſdom, which is from above ; which u firſt Pure, aud 
then Peaceable. | x 

But it he has endeavoured all this, as he thus ſolemnly de- 
clares, no doubt, he would have the World believe his 
Enudeavours, by Gods Grace, have not been altogether Un- 
ſuccesful. That a Perſon of his known Candor and Ability 
muſt have perform'd what he profeſſes. In a word, that 
none ever writ more diſpaſſionately; or reaſon'd more clearly, 
and of courſe, that he muſt of neceſſity be in/pir'd by no ſmall 
portion of that Wiſdom, which is from above, which i firſt 

e, and then peaceable. 

Theſe things are plainly enough ſugge/ted ; tho? his na- 
tural Modeſty would not ſuffer him to ſay ſo much in ex- 
preſs words, leaving it to the Men ot true Reliſh ro find 
out the Interpretation. Tis no hard matter to collect from 
his Words, without offering any violence to them, whar 
he thinks of himſelt, or at leaſt would have others think of 
his Performances and of Himſelf. This is a Diſtinction, for 
which there is very good ground; for it may eaſily be ob- 
{ery'd, that as ſome Men do not think of themſelves as o- 
thers do: So neither would they have others always think, 
as they do, of themſelves. There arc a great many Cheats, 
and Hy pocrites, and Impoſtors in the World, who know 
very well that they are ſuch ; yet would not for all the 
World have others know, or ſo much as ſuſpect them to 
be what they axe. | 

Evangeliſt Luke, (not by any means Saint Luke, for this 
Appellation is ſuperſtitious, tho' in Scripture indifferently 
attributed to all Believers, gives us an account, Ads 8. 9. 
Oc. That there was a certain man, which uſed Sorcery, aud 
bewitched the People of Samaria, where he liv'd, giving ont 
that he was ſome Great Perſon. 4 
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This Man without doubt, could not think of himſelf, as 
he would have others do, he very well knew himſelf to be 
an Zmpoſtor, tho he made others believe, he was the very 

Power and Wiſdom of God v. 10. | 

And that tome Men are apt to miſtake themſelves, and 
think otherwiſe of themſelves, than as they are, or than as 
others have very good Reaſon to think of them, is no leis 
Indiſputable. Some unhappy Folks get a Crack in their 

Cradle, ſo that for ever afterwards they can never think 
aright. There is alſo a certain Flatulency of Spirit call'd 
Pride, which puffs up a Mans Imagination to ſuch a pro- 
digious /ize, that he fancies himſelf ſometimes at leaſt Se- 
ventimes and a half Greater, not only in Bulk, bur alſo in 
Parts and Learning, than he really is, and to bounce and 
ſwagger till his Head grows giddy. 

And beſides, (and which happens very frequently) there is 
a certain Flatus proceeding from Crudities & ill Digeſtion, or 
the Chilneſs or Thickneſs of Blood, occaſioned by want of Per- 

ppiration & Exerciſe, pent up often in the M ppocondria, which 
cauſes a Rumbling in the /nte/tines and Diaphragma, and if 
it once gets up into the Cavities of thePerecranium ; whichin 
ſuch Men, are for the moſt part more than ordinatily expen- 
ded, makes a Man fancie ſtrange things. One of theſe, we 
are toid would not be perſuaded to believe, but that he was 
made all of Tranſparent Glaſs, ſo that he durſt not fit down 
for fear of cracking his Poſteriors; and that the Connec- 
tion of his Thoughts was no lets Clear and Viſible with-⸗ 
out the help of a Micreſcope, than the Circulation of the 
Blood in certain ſmall Aguaticts, commonly call'd Fiſhes. 

I will not poſſitively affirm, that any one, or more of 
theſe, is Mr, B's Caſe. Bur ſure I am, that he is much 
miſtaken in himſelf, or would fain have others miſtake him, 
whatever may be the real cauſes thereof. 

have ſome probable Reaſons, which I ſhall produce by 


and by, to believe, that he is not fo divinely inſpired wh 
| | that 
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that Wiſdom, which is from above, as he would have us 
think, he is. That he is not a Perſon altogether of that 
Clearneſ and Temper he pretends to, ſuppoſing theſe to ſig- 
nifie the ſame with that Purity & Peaceableneſs of St. James, 
which I am ſure they do not: But that he a/udes here as 
ablurdly to St. Fames the 3 chap. verl. 17. (as before Fohn 
6. verſ. 12.) For that Purity, which St. James makes 4 
genuine character of the Wiſdom, which is from above, (i. e. the 
Chriſtian Religion,) is Purity of Heart, and which is an E- 
vangelical Grace, and poſleſs'd by none, but thoſe, whoſe 
Souls are ſanctified by the Hol Spirit: But that Clearneſs 
of Reaſoning which J. B. pretends to, is a mere Natural 
perfection, an Intellectual Advantage, and poſſeſs d in a 
great degree by ſuch as never heard of the Goſpel, or who 
having heard of it, never embrac'd it. But thus to confound 
Spiritual and Carnat Things, is no great Argument of a 
clcar Head, or a Sanctified Heart. "Tis true One Swallow 
makes no Summer. The greateſt Wits ſometimes nod over 
their Papers. In the main, how Exact his Method is | How 
diſtinctly he ſtares Controverſies! How clearly he Reaſons! 
How Momentous his Objections are, and how Satisfacto- 
ry his Solutions! will mo abundantly in every one of the 
following Remarks. I ſhall here only take Notice of a few 
Inſtances, wherein his Modeſty,his gentle and truly-Chriſtian 
Temper ſhines with equal Luſtre. _ | 
When a man ſees F B. entring the Liſts with the Church 
of Rome, and promiſing, as he does here, to attack the 
Papal Supremacy with that Clearneſs and Temper, which the 
Divine Wiſdom inſpires ; he's apt to think, this is theTime 
of Antichriſt”s Fall. Certainly the Man of Sin has more Rea- 
ſon to dread F. B's Arguments, than the German Troops; 
now ſhall we ſee not only his New Levies, but his old Guards 
the Feſuits, quite routed both Horſe and Foot. J. B. will 
do all himſelf, Bur alas! F. B. is more merciful, than one 
would expect. He is as ſparing of his Arguments, as the 
B 2 b French 
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French arc of their Bullets. He is contented to ſhow the 
Intrepidity of his Heart in a few Random Shot, and more 
hard Words. For in the Two Firſt Sermons, where he raiſes 
all his deſolating Battcries againſt the Papal Supremacy, he is 
ſo far from giving us the ſtare of the Queſtion, or of any 
other Controverted Point mentioned by him, as maintain'd 
by the Church of Rome, or any Council, or Publick Profeſſor, 
that he wholly ſpends himſelf in a furious Exaggeration of 
ſome notorious Matters of Fact, in a confuſed, virulent, 
and declamatory Stile. This is ſo Evident to any one, that 
peruſes thoſe Sermons, that I may ſafely forhear Tranſcribing 
any part of them. Not that I would be thought to extenu- 
ate the Barbarity of thoſe Matters of Fact, or leſſen the 
Credit of them, which are too well atteſted to be call'd in 
queſtion ; bur to let the Reader ſec, how far He is, from 
what He ſo vainly pretends to be, a clear or temperate Wri- 
ter. For as ſuch, He ought to lay before his Hearers, what 
the Doctrine of the Supremacy is, as held by the Church of 
Rome, by what Arguments they ſupport it, and the Incon- 
ſiſtency of thoſe Arguments, rather than invey againſt the 
frighrful Word, or Matters of Fad, pretended to be juſtified 
thereby, or the preſum'd Conſequencies or Effects thereof. 
Not conſidering that what ever Execution this kind of Ar- 
tillery is able to do, it may with equal advantage be turn d 
- againſt his old Friends the late Covenant-Mongers. For what 
Sequeſtration of Eccleſiaſtical Ceremonies? How many 
worthy Perſons ſilencd and impriſon'd 2 What Degredati- 
ons of the Non Covenant ing Clergy? What Supremacy in Spi- 
rituals and Temporals too, in ordine ad Spiritualia, the 
AIR A then arrogated, and do {till arrogate to themſelves? 
Deny ing any ſuch Supremaq in the Crown. And if theirZeal 
did not run ſo deep in Blood, Thanks to the Civil Power, 
which ſer Bounds to ir; but we may take the Vill for the 


Deed. | 4 
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Mr. B. grants That if the Biſhop of Rome be indeed the Vi- 
car of Chriſt, the Head of the Catholick Church, and the ne- 
ceſſar centre of Unity to it: So that none were capable of Sal- 
vation, but ſuch as live in Suljection to him, and communion 
with him. Then indeed what we are wont to celebrate as glorious 
Deliverances, are no better than National Fudgments. And that 
Subjetion to the RomanY oke, which we eſteem ſo formidable an 
Evil, would be the moſt deſirable Bleſſing. And tho the methods 
of Violence are very croſs to the grain of Humane Nature, (and 
of the ChriſtianReligion too,) yet we might be almoſt tempted 
to forgive our Enemies for uſing ſome Rigour and Severity,when 
it u only to reduce us into the Boſom of the Catholick Church, 
and to compel us to come into the Fold of Chriſt, Now, it is 
but putting the AIR A in the POPE's place, who don't 
queſtion having that Power, the Pope arrogates; and then 
Mr. B. is very well ſatisfied, that it is our Duty to forgive 
any Rigour and Severity, they may ule to reduce us co the 
Boſom of the Catholick Church, and compel us to come into 
the Flock of Chriſt, the al/ ſuch Rigour or Severity be not on- 
ly creß to the grain of Humane Nature; but that ſame Reli- 
gion they would compel us to. Bur how neceſſary they 
look upon ſuch Compulſion to be, they ſufficiently decla- 
red when they had rhe Power in their own Hands. For we 
were then told, that Toleration i a putting a Sword into a 
mad mans hand. A Toleration of Soul- Murder, the greateſt 
Murder of al other. For the Eſtabliſhing whereof, damn'd 
Souls in Hell would accurſe Men on Earth ; and for the Pre- 
vention of which Seu! Murder, tis but charitable, conſe- 
quently to uſe no ſmall Severity on Mens Bodies and Purſes. 
But furely he gives the Efabliſhed Church fairer play? 
Sure, he can't but in modeſty put the Caſe plainly,as it is on 
her ſide, and conſider what ſhe has to. ſay for herſelf, how 
weak and inconſiſtent ſoever, her Arguments may be? Since 
ſhe aſſumes no Supremacy to herſelf; had never any Thoughts 


of Eſtabliſhing a Tyranny over Mens Souls; and never * 
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of the moſt charitable reguards to tender Coxſciences. But 
alas! all this is mere Fancy and Speculation. He gives no 
Quarter to any Party when his Blood is up, andan old bo- 
ſom Friend at his elbow. Tis true he enters upon the Con- 
troverſie with great Solemnity, beſpeaks the Attention of 


his Hearers according to the Rules of Art laid down by the 


Rbetoricians, and makes his Approaches to the ſtate of the 

ueſtion with an Air of Candor and Modeſty. 7 am ſer/i- 
ble, ſays he, that I not only enter on a Controverted Subject, 
(that is, which he and his Party made a Controverſie of, of 
late, but he knows it was not ſo from tlie Beginning: Chri- 
ſtians for above Fifteen Hundred Ycars were pritty well a- 


7; greed about the Epiſcopal Order and Offce,) but muſt Treat 
oe it with great diſadvantage. (Why, where lay the Neceſ- 


ſity of Treating of it at all > None other, I dare fay, but 
the Neceſſity of pleaſing his Hearers, and ſerving a Turn, 
by Miſrepreſenting and Traducing the Biſhops ; which he 
does to their Diſadvantage, and the Diſadvantage of Truth, 
as much as poſſible ; but not, I preſume, to his own. If 
he had foreſeen this, I dare venture Ten to One, he had 
broke the Bands of Neceſſity.) Long Cuſtom for many Ages 
has fixed theſe Ideas (or rather the Pride and Malice of a 
Faction for an Age or Two.) to the name of a Biſhop, which 
were wholly Unknown in the Apoſtles Time. And then like ven- 
geance, he ſtates the Point for his Adverſaries, and repre- 
ſents it, as never man did before, I dare ſay, in good earneſt. 

Indeed if the Epiſcopacy or Biſhoprick the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of, were the ſame thing that too many (I wiſh he had nam d 
hisAuthors) apprehend it to be, who moſt vehemently aſpire to 
it, viz. a Grand & Pompous Sinecure. A Domination over all the 
Churches and Miniſters in a large Diſtrict, managed by Others, 
as his Delegates, ( 7. e. the Biſhopricks Delegates, for it 


- ſeems this ſame Bzſhoprick. is ſome monſtruous Fellow, or 


this is bad Eng/i/h,) but requiring little labour of a Mans own, 
(here you ſee Mrs. Biſhoprick gets on Breeches, and ſetts 
up 


64 | 


up for a Man,) and 4 this ſupported by large Revenues, and 
attended by conſiderable Secular Honours, T ſay, if the Biſhop- 
rick, (for now She has in a trice put off the Breeches, and: 
appears the fame old Gentlewoman, ) the Apoſtle ſpeaks e 
were uo other than this. (meaning what Sbe was in Breeches). 
I ſhould deſpair of being able { She being no Widow) to uindi- 
cate the Truth of what the Text ſays, that he, that defires, 

or courts this lame Biſpoprict, for that is the meaning of 
the Word in the Original) defires a good Work. But I am 
ſure a Widow worth half ſo much, would be worth courting, 
in his opinion, unleſs it be chang'd of late. 

This is the Idol, which he would have his Congregation 
believe, that we of the Eſtabliſhed Church do worſhip. This 
is the Notion he gives them of the Epzſcopacy maintained by 
Us. But if he oppoſes none other, he will moſt certainly 
get the day. No one being concern'd to defend this Monſter, 
but himfelf, who firſt begot it in his own diſorder'd Ima- 
gination; and if he don't like it, when he comes to his 
right mind,tho'never ſo weak, let him e en break his Brains, 
and wreck his Spleen againſt it. But let him not father the 
il-begotren, deform d Brat upon Us. This is a Biſboprict 
in a very Modern Senſe, and not more Modern than Malicz- 
ous, his own. Preconceived and brought forth in his own 
Fancie, and therefore properly his own ; which if he 
deſpairs to Vindicate, I 'm {ure no one elſe is concern'd to 
do it for him. 6 

But he abounds with ſuch Flights as theſe, and diſpenſes 
very heartily his good Offices amongſt their Lordſhips the 
Biſhops, on ſeveral Occaſions. He gives theWorld to under- 
ſtand pag. 410. They are all the moſt ſcandalous Non-Refe- 
dents, from D to D, and ſo round by X— to Rh—, &c. 
And have iutroduc d a modern Practice of ſpending the greateſt 
part of their time out of their Dioceſs, aud at a large diſtance 
from their pretended Charge. And pag. 329 treating of Scan: 


dals, he 1ays, He cannot excuſe Them from ſome part 4 the 
| | 2 Blame 
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Blame and Scandal of Prieſtcraft ; who not only put down true 
Scriptural Biſhops, depriving them of one Eſſential Part of 
their Paſtoral Office, (and thereby null their Oe, which 
cannot ſubſiſt without an Eſſential part.) And in order to 
aggrandize themſelves, aſſume the ſole Exerciſe of Diſcipline 
over ſome Scores or Hundreds of Churches, by which true Diſci- 
pline becomes Unpratticable. But who in their Courts proſtitute 
the meſt Jolemn Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures to Secular Gain, and 
turn Chriſt's Houſe of Diſcipline into an Houſe of Merchan- 

dize. | | 
Theſe with many more oblique Flirts interſpers'd up and 
down his Diſcourſes, are ſo many inconte/table Proofs, as 
well of the ClearneſS, wherewith he endeavours to manage 
Controverſial Points, as of the Peaceableneſs and Candor of his 
Temper. And that he has indeed calculated them for particu- 
lar Palates, whom he complements as the Men, who alone 
have a trueReliſh of theſe plain and unadulteratedTruths : And 
who, without doubt, for the fake of thele ſavory Scraps, 
made it their carneſt Requeſt, that he would Collect and Pub. 
lifh theſe Occaſional Sermons, that nothing might be loſt, that 
concern'd the ſo much envied Biſhops, improperly ſo call'd. 
What che Perſonal Miſcarriages of anyof them may be, they 
themſelves are accountable for. The Order or Office it ſelf, 
it ſeems, is Unexceptionable. Since he has oppoſed nothing to 
it, but the accidental Abuſes or Neglects of Single Perſons, 
which are no more Objections againſt that, than any other 
Civil or Religious Ofice; being look'd upon by all Men of 
Senſe, to be matter of Diſpute, not Correction. And tho 
Men may happen out of Weakneſs,or Levity,or ill Manners 
to make their Remarks, and paſs their Cenſures in com- 
mon Converſation, with an undecent freedom upon Them : 
Yet thus to blazon and aggravate them from the Pulpit or 
in Print, can be the Effect of nothing elſe, but of ſettled 
Malice, and of an Heart that makes no difference between 
Sacred and Prophane Things and Places. i 
| | en 
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Men are now, it ſeems, ſo ſecure of Liberty and Indemni- 
ty, that they dare talk with the ſame Licence in the Pulpit, 
and in the ſame contumelious Stile, as they were wont todo 
formerly at a Calfs-Head-Club,or a Meeting for bodilyRefreſh- 
ment. Where for mutual Edification, they are wont to trick 
up the State-Biſhop in ſuch aukard Garniture, as Malice, 
and Buffoonery without one grain of Wit can furniſh the 
Brother-hood with, and where all the Pride, Covetuouſneſs, 
and Leazineſs, and Ignorance they can ſpare, is freely laid 
out onthe Eſtabliſhed Clergy : So that he that can't invent, 
and report a ſcandalous Tale of his Pariſh-Minifter, or the 
Prelate, is look d upon, and laught at, as a weak Brother. 

Should a Man, pretending to give an impartial account 
of the Magi/tracy of the Kingdom, ſay, that the Office of a 
Juſtice of the Peace is, to go to Markets and Fairs, to ſett 
Men together by the Ears, when they had drunk themſelves 
into Heart; That he might Bind over to the next Qarter- 
Seffons, and Impriſon, and Diſcharge poor People for Fees, 
or Whip, or put ſuch in the Stocks, as are not able to give 
Halfa-· Croum : How would well-meaning Men reliſh it? 
Tho' for what they knew, he might have obſerved ſome 
ſuch things done. | I 

Should I ſay, with a compos'd Face, and an Air of Seri- 
ouſneſs and Impartiality, That a Diſſenting Teacher is one, 
who does ſo vehemently aſpire to thatOſlice,that contrary to all 
the Laws of God and Man, he takes it upon himſelf, he fo 
infinitely abounds with his own Senſe. And thò it be not 
— with any Secular Honours, or Large Revenues, yet 
is his Ambition never the Leſs. Becauſe Experience tells 
us, that ſome Men aſpire to Little Things, with no leſs ve- 
hemency,than Others do to Great Ones. Little & Great being 
Relative Terms, and applied to the ſame things according 
to the different Circumſtances of Men, and their different 
Opinions of thoſe Things. As ſome Things appear Bigg or 
Little to our Sight, according as they are near, or farther 

C d diſtant 
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diſtant from us; and according to their different Potion and 
Situation, or the quality of the Medium through which we 
ſee them. We have heard of thote, who have earneſtly 
contended to be advanced to a Coach-Box ; and uſed all the 
Arts of the moſt ambitious Courtier, ſuch as Calumny and 
Bribery, to attain the Preferment of a Sexeſcal of a Little 
Mannor. A Grand and Pompous Sinecure to him, in compa- 
riſon of the Mean and Laborious Trade he was educated 
to; inſtead of working at the Anvihor a Stall all he Weck, 
having little or nothing to do, bur to talk an Hour or Two 
on the Sabbath. A Domination over all che good Wives, and 
their leaſt diſcerning Husbands in a Large Congregation, ma- 
naged either by Himſelf in Perſon, ot ſome Grave Lay-Elders, 


as his Delegates, but requiring little more than Lip-Labour, 


and a ſorrowful Face of his own. And all this ſupported by 
Large Subſcriptions, and attended with conſiderable Honourary 
Preſents of a Secular Concernment. And th6 7 deſpair of 
being ever able to vindicate the Truth of Mr. B's Text, 
with reſpect of this Mice of his Scriptural Biſhop, which 1 
am perſuaded in my Conſcience, is more impartially deſcri- 
bed here, than the other is by him: Yer I believe his Men 
of true Reliſh, would not allow me the Character of a Clear 
and Unprejudiced Perſon. But if it was delivered from the 
Pulpit, they would be far from receiving it, as the plain and 
unadulterated Truth of Gods Word, or as the Dictates of that 
Wiſdom, which comes from above. FR 

But what! would F. B. aggravate the Odium and Envy of 
the Diſaffected againſt their Lordſhips the Biſbops, by ſug- 
geſting their large Revenues, and Secular Honours? For are 
theſe real matter of Reproach to Them ? Are theſe things, 
which he himſelt contemns,and diſapproves of in his Heart? 
Would thoſe Men, out of Conſcience, decline the Bounty 
of the STATE, who daily enrich themſelves by Marriages . 
and Legacies? Are Fix'd and Legal Endowments more Un- 


lawful, chan Voluntary Contributions? Or would * — 
| cls 


( 19) 


leſs Sollicitous, to procure them to Themſelves, if it were 
pollible, than they have been of late to ſecure, what has 


been for ſome Time paſt, indulg'd Them, by the Special 


Bounty of Her MAJESTY, and Her late.Predeceſlors ? 
Would a Dividend ot Fifty Thouſand per Annum in Lands, 
be lels. acceptable to Them, than Fifteen Hundred Pounds 
in ready Money ? _ 
Till then, they ſhew a greater Contempt of Honours and 
Riches, than has been hitherto viſible in them; ler them 
forbear to object them to Others, whole Services have been 
always more Eſteemed and Valued by the Wiſdom of the 


Nation. Leaſt they be thought, (as they may with good 


Reaſon) to tranſcribe the Envy of that Contemptible Ani- 
mal, which barks at that Splendour it cannot reach; while 
with a faſtidious Inſolence, they depreciate what they can- 
not attarn. " | 

If Honours and Revenues are a Reproach to the E/abliſh- 
ed Clergy, why does J. B. and his Friends take it ſo ill, and 


complain ſo clamorouſly, that They cannot lo eaſily, and 


with ſo good a Conſcience come at them, as of late? Or 
why will He permit others, even to ſtrain and over-reach 
their Conſciences to qualifie themſelves for them? For to 
uſe his ownWords pag. 330. "Tis too evident, that Religion is 
hereby too far debas d, to ſerve mean and unworthy Purpoſes. 
This is truly (and what he ought not to connive at) to turn 
the Holy Euchariſt, which is the common Symbol of Chriſtian 
Communion, into an Engine for qualifying and advancing a 
Faction. For we are ſo far from confining (as he ſuggeſts) 
the Communion-Table of OurLord, by any Arbitrary Incloſures, 
to a Party, that like our Bleſſed Lord, we leave it acceſſible, 
even to thoſe, who, to their eternal Shame, make juch an 
Engine of it. And like the Old Traitor, receive it in their 
way, to the Accompliſhment of their treacherous Deſigns, 
and the Fruition of their covetous and ambitious Deſires. 


C3. ; And 
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And as ſor thoſe Political Laws, which he is pleaſed to 
call Arbitrary Incloſures, (tho deliberately Enacted by the 
common Conſent of the Three States of the Kingdom) they 
are ſo far from driving, or excluding any from the Communi- 
on- Table, that they directly tend to bring them to it, (as 
perhaps they do too many) by Providing, None ſhall poſ- 
{eſs any Beneficial Office, (which ſurely cannot be thought 
 ftrange in a Chriſtian State,) who do not approve them. 
ſelves Chriſtians, by the Decent and Reverend Ufe of that 
Sacred Rite, which J. B. calls the Common, but is rather the 
Proper Symbol of Chriſtian Communion, | 

In a word, the Honours and Revenues, ſo long enjoyed 
by the £/tabliſhed Clergy in general, and more particularly 
by the Biſhops, are ſo far from being matter of Reproach to 
them, thar they are a ſtanding Monument of the great Va- 
lue, the Piety and Wiſdom of the Nation ſer upon their 
Services, and how Uſeful and Neceſſary they were former- 
ly judg d to be. But if any ſince have been of a different 
Opinion from their Anceſtors, and condemned them, as 
profuſely Superſtitious, and Impolitick in providing ſo de- 
cently and honourably for the C/ergy. This does not ſo cer- 
tainly argue a Supreme Wiſdom in theſe Modern Stateſmen, 
as a le Regard to Religion, and the Publick Welfare, ſo 
much promoted thereby. 
Do they approve our Conſtitution, in regarding ſo much 
the particular Services of Private Perſons, as not only to 
reward them with large Eſtates, and high Titles of Honour; 
bur alſo to entail theſe on their Poſterity, thò never ſo Dege- 
nerate, and Uncapable of doing any Publick Service? And 
at the ſame time, do they find fault, and blame it for En- 
dowing the moſt Uſeful Ofices with competent Penſions, or 
annexing Honours and Eſtates to them For tho it may 
ſometimes happen, that ſuch as poſſeſs theſe Ofices, have 
not ſo much Perſonal Merit, as could be wiſhed : Yet is it 

ſomewhat ſtrange, if they do not come up to the Virtue 
i and 
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and Merit of many, who are only born Great; and whoſe. - 
looſe and voluptuous Education, whatever theit natural 
Abilities may be, could never fir them for any Publick 
Station. | 
But if F. B. is only offended at certainAbuſes,he conceives 
ſome Men commit in Attaining, or Executing the Sacred 
Office, he may obſerve the like, or many more, I conceive, 
in Civil and Military Offices, (thò the Miſcarriages of the 
former are more peripicuous and ſcandalous, as their Mice 
and Profeſſion is more Sacred and Yenerable,) and therefore 
he ought carefully to diſtinguiſh between the Office and the 
Perſon entruſted with it, the Authority and Him that has it. 
And not lay to the charge of one, what is only the Crime 
of the other. For That may be Sacred and Neceſlary, when 
He is Corrupt and Execrable. Magiſtracy and Government 
in Church and State is a Divine and Neceſſary Thing, how- 
ever Blameable and Wicked the Magiſtrate may happen to 
be: So that when this happens, the proper way to remedy 
it, is not to ſubvert the Government, or oppole Authority, 
but uſe all proper means to reform thoſe Practices, which 
are Criminal and Offenſive. But till this can be done by 
fair means, bear patiently with what They bave no Power to 
mend; and after the example of our Bleſſed Lord, and in o- 
bedience to His expreſs Command, Do whatever they enjoyn, 
who ſit in the Seat of Moles, however Grie vous & Troubleſome 
it be, For this, not to traduce their Perſons, or miſrepre- 
ſent their Office, is the beſt and ſafeſt way ro demonſtrate 
their7emper truly Chriſtian, and acquire juſtly the Character 
of a Peacemater, which F. B. ſo vainly aſſumes to himſelf. 
Not only in this particular Duty, but in every ching cle, he 
ptofeſſes for his own part, (and be acts cautiouſly in not 
undertaking for more,) that plain and uncorrupted Chriſtiant- 
is his Religion. But we are premoniſhed, not to believe 
Mens Profeſlions, but Practices. And what he adds in the 


following Words, as an Inſtance of his Chriſtianity, is : 
rea 
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real act of the groſeſt Hypocriſie. For that Mental Communi- 
on, which, he ſays, he has with al Churches, ſo far as they 
profeſs that, (Chriſtianity ) is a Communion or Agreement in 
the lame Judgment and Affection; and of which External 
Commenion, properly ſpeaking, is nothing elſe, but the uit, 
or vifible Expreſſion. So that to ſeperate One from the Orher; 
to maintain the former with all Churches, and fix the /azter 
with no Church, thò delcrib'd by him to be ſuch, as own 
Chriſtianity in its greate/? Simplicity and Purity, and add 
thereto, (as from themſelves, and not properly belonging to 
Chriſtianity,) the moſt Comprehenſive and Catholick Charicy ; 
is certainly the genuine Character of the molt Accompliſhed 
Hypocrite ; whoſe Thoughts and Actions never accord, or 
go together. 

J. B. having freely prefac d theſe ſeveral Things concern- 
ing this Collection of Sermons, of the Motives, which indu- 
ced him to Publiſh them; for whoſe ſake ; what the Matter 
of them is; and how he has managed zt ; with a more par- 
ticular account of hig own Ability, Temper, and Religion, con- 
cludes all with this divine Sentence of St. Paul, Rom. 14. 
I7, 18. The kingdom of God is not meat and drink : But righte- 
ouſneſs, and peace and foy in the Holy Ghoſt. For he that intheſe 
things ſerveth Chriſt, 1s acceptable to God, and approved of Men. 
But why F. B. concludes with this, rather than any other 
Sentence in the Bible, I am yet for to learn. It ſeems to me 
a ſolid Confuration of Zob's opinion concerning the neceſ- 
ſary Concatenation of Thoughts. Forl can diſcern no manner 
of Connection it has with any thing going before. For what 
is there in the whole Preface analogous to Meat and Drink? 
What mention of Indifferent or Inſignificant Things, ſuch as 
Eating and Drinking ate, with reſpect to Religion? Indeed he 
commends his own divine Temper, and would be thought a 
Peacemaker ; and tells us chiefly what his Religton is. But 
can hardly believe, he produc'd this Text with a real de- 


ſign to confute what he lays of himſelf, as in truth it does. 
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For if he will not do ſuch harmleſs and inoffenſjve things, 
as Eating and Drinking ate; if he will not confoſm to ſome 
Rights and Ceremonies allowed to be in their own nature 
as Harmleſs and Inditterent as Meat and Drink; and that, 
when required thereto by Lawtul Authority; to fulfil Righs 
teouſneſs, and preſervePeace ; with what face can he pretend 
to either 2 Is it the part of an honeſt, peaceable Man to diſo- 
bey the Higher Powers in Matters, which may very lawfully 
be done, if they were not Required and Commanded ? 
This makes me believe, there is ſuch a Generation of Men 
at this day in the World, as Agr took notice of a great 
while ago. Men that are pure in their own eyes, and yet are 
not waſhed from their Filthineſs, Prov. 30, 12. | 
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REMARKS on the LAST 
SERMON. Entituled the Office 
of a Scriptural BISHOP, being 4 

Pretended Ordination Sermon, on 
1 Tim. Chap. III. Verſ. 1. 


B. tells us in his Preface, That be has endeavoured to 
J. manage what is Controverſial in this Volum of Sermons, 

(and which is chiefly in this, and the Appendix to zt, 
and the Two Firſt Sermons,) with that Clearneſ and Temper, 
which are the genuine Characters of that Wiſdom, which is from 
above, which firſt pure and then peaceable. But how inſin- 
cere his Proteſſions are, or at leaſt how weak and unſucceſ- 
ful his Endeavours have been; the Reader may judge, by 
what has been already hinted in the Remarks on that part 
of the Preface : As allo how forc'd and aſſuming, not to 
ſay prophane, his Applicatiom of this Text ro Himſelf is. 
All which, I don't doubt, will more fully, if not more plain- 
ly appear, from a more particular View of this Single Oi. 
courſe, The main Parts of which, are ſo many Inſtances 
of a Confus'd Head, or an Heart entirely in the poſſeſſion 
of a Party, or of both together. 
It is no wonder indeed, F. B. ſhould commit Blunders in 
the Profecution of his Text ; ſince he miſtakes the plain, 
and obvious Senſe of the Apoſtle in it! This is a true ſaying, 
if a man defire the Office of a BISHOP, he defires a good Work. 
Does any one ask, why St. Paul calls this a true Saying ? 
Hear F. B's Anſwer. Becauſe, ſays he, at the firſt view it 


might appear to be a Paradox. But to whom 21 wonder ! Not 
| to 
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to any one, I dare ſay, who underſtands and conſiders what 
that Office is. For what can ſeem to any ſober Chriſtian a 
more Excellent and Deſiralle Employment, than to aſſiſt and 
guide others in their way to Heaven and Happineſ Than 
to be Iaſtruments of bringing many toRighteouſneſs, and lead- 
ing them in the Paths of Viſdom and Virtue? They muſt 
have ſtrange Notions of the Chriſtian Religion, nay, of com- 
mon Humanity, who ſhould think it a Paradox, to affirm, 
that ſuch an Mice or Employment is a defirable Work. No, St. 
Paul knew the contrary very well; he knew it is a Say; 
ſo plain and manifeſt, as needed no Proof; he knew all 
Chriſtians would readily aſſent to it; were already convin- 
ced of the Truth of it. And for that reaſon, tis more than 
probable, he had obſerved, that more ſought the Offce, 
than were qualified for it. And therefore taking it for 
granted, that Men did generally approve of the Offce,inſtead 
of convincing them of the Goodneſs and Excellency of it, 
he immediately applies himſelf ro ſhew in che following 
Verſes, how Men ought to be qualified, who are to be ad- 
mitted to 27. 
ls it a true, and faithful Saying amongſt Chriſtians, and 
readily embraced by them,? Or is it a Paradox? That Je- 
ſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave Sinners. Is it a Saying 
of Allow'd Truth? Or is it a Paradox? That Godlinefs u 
profitable unto all things, having the promiſe of the Life, that 
now is, and of that, which i to come. Why, ſuch a Saying is 
his Text, and uſhered in with the ſame Form of Words e 
3, only with this further Explanation & Improvement 

gadeng dre dE, and worthy of all Acceptation. 

Bur he is no leſs clear in the Order and Method of the 
whole Diſcourſe, than in this Explanation of the Text. I ſha/ 
therefore, ſays he, in treating of this remarkable Saying of the 
Apoſtle, | | * 

5 irſt, Conſider what the Office of a Biſhop it, which he here 


' commends, as the Object of a moſt Laudable Ambition. Which, 
| * with 
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with hi pardon, is really a Miſtake. For St. Paul does not 
commend this ſame Office, as the Objed of any Ambition, or 
under the Notion of an Oliject; but ſimply, or as it is in ic 
ſelf, He defires a good Work, i. e. What he defires is a good 
Work. But of conſequence it is no wonder, if it be defied 
Becauſe what is good, is ſo far deſirable : And let it be by a 
moſt Iaudable Ambition, ſince it ſounds molt Lofty and Sub- 
lime. Bur it may be alſo, and as it often happens,by a moſt 
illaudable Ambition, and indeed no Ambition in the ordinary 
ule of the word is very Laudable. 

Secondly, I will ſhew, ſays he, that tis a Work, that re- 
quires the moſt Laborious Diligence. And ſince he is reſolved 
upon it, it would not perhaps be thought very Civil, to 
ſpoil his Shew, or elſe in truth, tis more than one would 
expect he ſhould do from the Words, They don't at all en- 
courage his Shew. They neither expreſs, or ſo much as 
intimate, that this Work is difficult or laborious ; Whatever 
it may be to Humane Abilities, But perhaps it might not 
have been incongruous to his private Deſigns, or Aims, to 
repreſent it as a Work, requiring the moſt /aborious Diligence. 
As, thar the Reward may be Proportioned ro the Appre- 
henſions, he would beget in his Auditory, of the Labori- 
ouſueſs of the ſame Work. And yet, adds he, a good and ex- 
cellent Work. Strange indeed! That a Work, requiring /abo- 
rious Diligence, ſhould be alſo good and excellent. The Mo- 
raliſts indeed have for a long Time told us, that great aud 
excellent Things are always Dificult, J. B. it ſeems, is of a 
different Senument. He ſuppoſes it very ſtrange, and al- 
molt a Contradiction. For, and yet, is an adverſitive Form of 
Speech, and ſuppoſes no ſmall Oppoſition, or Diſagreement 
between the Members of the Sentence, or the Things affirm- 
ed therein. One ought to lay a more than ordinary Empha- 
fis on the Particles 4nd yet. 

Tail, he propoſes, to apply himſelf to Both, Such as un- 


dertake the Office and Work, (not to Theſe, who wadertake 
rac 
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the Office, without applyingThemſelves to the Work. (That 
for the Dignitaries and Sinecure-Men.) and Thoſe, that enjoy 
the benefit of their laborious Iuſpection and Care, and ought to 
reward it accordingly. | 
It were enough, methinks, and as much as the Text re- 
quires, without all theſe pompous Expreſſions, to ſay ſome- 
what concerning the Epiſcopal Office. To repreſent, as far as 
he thought fit, and as the occaſion required, the Excellen- 
cy of it. And laſtly, becauſe Great and Excellent Employ- 
ments are wont to be red, and ſought of choſe, who are 
not always qualified for them ; to ſhew how tuch Deſires 
ought to be regulated, and what Qualifications were Ne- 
cellary in Such as undertook this Sacred Work. But theſe 
things I only remark in the way to the main Arguments. 

In conſidering what the Office of a Biſhop is, having moſt 
methodically ſhewn, what it is not, Viz. not what too many 
apprehend it to be, &c. He propoles, in ſpeaking ot ze. 

Firſt, Zo confider the Object of a Scriptural Bilhops Iaſpec- 
tion and Care, 1. e. of the general As, not of the Offce it ſeff. 

Secondly, The ſeveral branches of his Office, not of his 

Inſpeition and Care. For an Orator ought to vary his Phra- 
les, and no more repeat the ſame Words, than a Gifted 
Teacher ought to uſe the ſame Form of Prayer, thò he pray 
tor the ſame Things. 
This, it ſeems, he thinks ſufficient, to declare what the 
Office of his Biſhop is, without taking notice of the different 
Significations ofthe word ee, or the different Offices ir 
is applied to, without conſidering the Occaſion of che Firſt 
Inſticution of the Epiſcopal Office, or the Ends and Purpoſes, 
to which it was Inſtituted. Tho' it cannot be denied, but 
theſe things do ſerve to declare the Nature of it, more than 
the Conſideration of the bare Object. | 

In order to fix this Ohjject, he thinks it very convenient to 
let us know, what the word Biſhop imports. Which by his 
' great Reading, and Skill in the Greek Language, he dilcovers 
D 2 , it 
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it to be the ſame thing, as an Inſpector, or Overſeer. Or if 
he had enquired more criticady, he might have diſcovered 
it to be, or ſigniſie the ſame thing as a Viſitor, or One that 
had the Direction and Government of Others, Or that, what- 
ever the Etymology of the word may he, it was a Name, or 
Title of conſiderable Honour and Authority among Hea- 
thens, as well as Jews and Chriſtians, In the Septuagint 
Tranſlation it frequently ſignifies a Perſon in ſome confidera- 
ble Office or Command, ſometimes Civil, ſometimes Military. 
As when Moſes is laid to be angry # 17, Emonine; Kot 
with the Biſhops, or the Officers of the Hoſts, (Numb. 31. 
14) Fleazor the Prieſt, the Son of Aaron, who was the 
Chief Commanderofthe Levzres, is called Ee, Biſhop 
Eleazor, Numb. 4. 16. And Fehojada the High Prieſt, 1s 
ſaid to have ſet Erin Biſhops over the Houſe of the 
LORD. All which, were Poſts of very conſiderable Au- 
thority. Nor was ita Title of leſs Honour and Authority, 
in the Church, in the Firſt Ages of Chriſtianity. And there— 
fore Clemens Biſhop of Rome, in the Life-time of St. Peter, 
and St. Paul, applying to the Governours and Officers 
of the Church, that propheſie of //azah, (chap. 60. verl.17,) 
concerning the happy Reformation, which God one day 
would make in the Jewiſh Magiſtracy, as that He would 
make their Offcers Peace, and their Exattors Righteouſneſs, 
whom the Seventy tranſlate *apxor7us and 'tmoxiry; ; he calls 
'Em:0xd7us and aiexdyes, Biſhops and Deacons. Theſe being in 
the Chriſtian Church at that time, what the Other were in 
the Jewiſh State. (1 Epiſt. ad Cor. pag. 98. Ed. Colm. Lond. 
1687.) But F. B.contents himſelf with the bearSignitica- 
tion of the Name, and thinks this ſufficient to declare rhe 
nature of the Ofece, let it be what it will. And therefore a 
Biſhop being the ſame thing in the Greek as an Overſeer, his 
Office can be nothing elſe, but to gverſee, inſpect, and rake 
care. Hence he makes the Biſhops Office, and Iuſpection, and 
Care to be convertible Terms. So that according to * 
1 ; 
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if we have a mind to know the extent of any Offce, we 
have no more to do, but ro find out in lome Lexicon or 
Dictionary the Meaning and Erymology of che Word; and 
by — only help, out own Reaſon will tell us what theOffce 
mult Le. 5 

J. B. takes occaſion in the following Page to ſay, upon 
the credit of ſome Ancient and Venerable Names, that be 
ſame Perſons were in Scripture (he means, I ſuppole the Ne 
Teftament, for it is otherwiſe in the Ola) cad Biſhops, and 
Elders, or Presbyters. (Which is indeed allowed, but not 
tor the Reaſon he adds.) Biſhops, from their Office of 
inſpecting and feeding the Flock, and Elders from their Age, 
and Authority. For it they were call'd Biſhops from- the Na- 
ture of their Office, they muſt have the Authority, which is 
inſeparable from the Office, whether they were call'd Elders 
or not; and if they had Authority, they might according to 
the Cuſtom of the Fews, (from whom tis more than proba- 
ble, the Firſt Chriſtians borrowed thoſe Names of Dignity, 
and Authority,) have been call'd Presbyters, orElders, whe 
ther they were advanc'd in Age or not. Becaule this was a 
common Name amongſt them for all Perſons of Credit, or 
Dignity, whatever their Age was. Which no one can doubt 
of, who will bur look into the Septuagint Tranſlation, the 
Books of the Maccabees, Ariſteas's Hittory of the Seventy 
Tranſlators, Philo the celebrated Few of Alexandria, Foſe- 
phus, and other Fewiſh Writers. Such were the Elders, or 
Presbyters of the People mentioned (Exod. 17.5.) Such the 
Seventy, among whom Moſes divided his Authority, (Numb. 
chap. 1x. veri. 16. 25.) Such the Elders of the Congregation 
(Lev. 4. verſ. 14.) of every City. (Ezra 10. verſ. 14.) Such 
the Seventy Tranſlators according to Ariſteas and Joſephus. 

But that they were not merely ſo called from their. Age, 
is plain. Becauſe Young Perlons were admitted into their 
Number and Degree. So was Daniel upon the account of 


his great Wiſdom, when but a Youth, as appears from the 
* Hiſtory 
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Hiſtory of Suſanna. And Philo, (as if it were to prevent any 
ſuch Miſtake,) ſays in his Book concerning the Sacrifice of 
Abel & Cain,(pag.143.Ed.Franc.1691.) upon that Precept of 
Moſes, (Lev. 19. 32.) Thou ſhalt riſe up before the hoary head, 
and honour the face of a Presbyter. Time, or Tears make the 
hoary Head, but a Presbyter is one worthy of Honour, and 
Reward, and great Dignity, or to be employed in Embaſies. 
Therefore amongſt the Fews, every Perſon having the 
Authority of a Biſhop, might well be called a Presbyter, (this 
being a common Name for all Perſons of any Conliderable 
Poſt, or Quality,) but not every Presbyter a Biſhop. As c- 
very Governour may be properly enough call'd a Magiſtrate, 
but not every Magiſtrate a Governour. 95 
J. B. having found out the Signification of the Word 
'Eriozex@, thence infers, that the Biſhops Office was to over- 
ſee, inſpect, and take care off ſomewhat, which ſomewhat muſt 
be the Object of his Office, and what this ſomewhat is, he is 
very poſitive, he has found out by reading the Bible, and 
which, others are no leſs certain, he has ſhamefully. miſtak- 
en. I, (lays he) we take an impartial View of all thoſe Paſ- 
ſages, wherein Biſhops are mentioned in Scripture, (meaning 
(1 ſuppoſe) the New Teſtament, for in the Cid, they had no 
Churches, th6 often mentioned there) I doubt not, (which 
a modeſt Man might do with very good Reaſon.) We /þall 
find, that a Particular Church was the proper Objed of a Bi- 
ſhops Inſpection and Care. = 
This is his Firſt Poſition, in the Proof of which, he la- 
bours moſt exceſſively, and heaps abundance of Texts one 
upon another, as if he were to make a Common-Place-Book 
ol all the Texts in the New Teſtament, wherein mention is 
made of Churches and Biſpops, or where they are underſtood. 
Each of which ſhall be duly conſidered in it's proper place. 
But there are One or Two Texts, which he ſeems to have 
overlooked, or not duly conſidered, (when he took ſo ex- 
act a View of all the Paſſages in the New Teſtament, wherein 


mention 
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mention is made of Biſhops, )wherein expreſs mention is made 
of a Biſhop, and a Biſhoprick, or a Biſhops Office, withour a- 
ny Particular Church, as the proper Ovject of either. For 
inſtance, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is called the Great Shepherd 
and Biſhop of Souls, 1 Pet. 2. 25. I deſire to know from. F. 
B. what Particular Church, He is, or ever was Biſhop of. 
Again, the Office of an Apoſtle is call d a Bifhopr EN, 
Ads 1. 20. The very word in J. B's Text, rendred the Of- 
fice of a Biſhop. I deſire he will inform the World, What 
rticular Church, or Churches, any One, or All of them to- 
gether were Biſhops of? But if he can anſwer me neither of 
theſe Queſtions; tis plain, he might with good reaſon have 
doubted of What he fo poſitively affirms, and Publiſnes in 
large and diſtinguiſhiog Characters. Or will he ſay, that 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles were no Scriptural Biſhops © 
But what he here lays down as a Fundamental Truth, is. 
not only falſe in expreſs Terms, but a Complication of ſe- 
veral Fallacies, Miſtakes, and Inconſiſtencies, as the Terms 
are ſtated, explained, and applied by him in the following 
Parts of this Diſcourſe. Every Term being underſtood, and 
taken in ſuch a Senſe, as few; beſides himſelf, can under- 
ſtand,or rake them in. This Charge 1 will firſt make good, 
lay open his Fallacies, Miſtakes, and Inconſiſtencies, and 
and afterwards ſhew the Inconeluſiveneſs of thoſe Argu- 
ments he endeayours to ſupport his Poſition with; and that 
the Texts alledged by him, in their true and natural Senſe, 
are ſo far from proving, what he would havethem to prove, 
that they prove nothing at all to his purpoſe, but quite the 
contrary... | 5 G 15 
Firſt, Tis eaſie to obſerve, he takes the word Church in 
a Senſe, very different, from what it has in the Scripture, 
and particularly in thoſe paſſages quoted by him, and affix- 
ed thereto of late by him, and ſome others of rhe ſame 
Principles, to ſerve their particular Notions, and Schemes 
of Church Government ; and that is for a particular Chriſtian 
3 4 | Congregation, 
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Congregation, pag. 410. or ſuch a number of Chriſtians, as may 
meet together in one place for Keligious Offices, or the Public 


Celebration of Divine Worſhip, or as one fingle Perſon may at. 
tend, and govern as their ChriſtianPaſtor in ſuch a way, and 


by himſelf, as to be able to give a particular account of their 


Souls to God; teach and inſtruft in the Duties of the Chriſti. 


an Religion; guide in all Acts of Chriſtian Worſhip ; govern by 


his ſole Authority ; and ſer a bright Patern before, which All 
may ſee and imitate. All which he reckons up as the ne- 
ceſſary Branches of every Scriptural Biſpops Oſice, (pag. 420.) 
And therefore complains of One Mans engroſſing the ſole Pow. 


er of Church Government over many Churches, meaning 
Single Congregations, as the unavoidable Occaſton of the woful 
Corruption of true Diſcipline, (pag; 437.) lr being impoſſi- 
ble tor ſuch an One to converſe with, or be an Example to 
every Individual under hi Inſpetion. Aſtirming that a 
Biſhop or Paſtor of one Numerous Congregation, how great ſoe- 
ver his Abilities are, (whether it be himſelf, or any other,) 
does find the Exerciſe of ſuch Diſcipline towards the Members 


it, (o difficult and laborious a Tast, as wil take up all the 


Time and Thoughts, he can ſpare from his other Labours. (Un- 
leſs it be to make Remarks, as occaſion offers, upon ſuch 
Books, and pious Inſtructions, and Admonitions, as affect 
the Party, and tend to undeceive the Well. meauing and Un- 
prejudiced. Wot 

Now taking the Word in this Senſe, he concludes of zz, 
whatever is ſaid of a Church in Scripture. Whereas if he had 
taken the Word in the Scripture-Senſe of it, either for the 
whole Chriſtian Church, or for a particular part of it, in a 
particular City or Province. Which Two things it only ſig- 
nifies in the New Teſtament, when applied to Chriſtians, eſpe- 
cially in the Texts produced by him, (as I ſhall ſhew here- 
after) then might we eaſily ſubſcribe to his Poſition. For we 
allow, that the Ofice of a Biſhop, as deſcribed in the New Teſ- 


tament, is wholly convetſant, or employed about Chriſtiavs, 
| | as 
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as they are the Church, or Aingdom of Chriſt in general, or 
as a particular part of it, reſiding in a particular City or Pro- 
vince, under the immediate Government of one or more ſuch 
fixed Biſhops or Paſtors, and denominated from the particu- 
lar Places were they were, as the Church of Feruſalem, of 
Philippi, Epheſus, &c. | 1 
Secondly, Another Miſtake he commits in his notion of 
the word Biſhop, or Presbyter. The Apoſtles where ever 
they Converted any competent Number of People to the 
Chriſtian Religion, tormed them, in the beſt order their Cir- 
cumſtances would admit, into Religions Societies. And be- 
cauſe no Society can ſubſiſt without ſome to lead and go- 
vern the reſt; and being not conſtantly to reſide in 
oy Places Themſelves, Appointed, or Ordain- 
ed Others, or ſuch, as were belt qualified in choſe Places, 


to prefide over, direct, and aſiſt che Reſt in Religious Offices, 


to celebrate Divine Worſhip, adminifter the Sacraments, and 
inſtruct and govern them. As They appointed Others under 
Theſe, more particularly to attend the Neceſſities of the 
Poor, and diſtribute the Publick Alms of the Church amongſt 
them, call'd by the name of Deacons. - Which Two Sorts of 
Publick Miniſters, anſwered the Two Great and Fundamen- 
tal Parts of the Chriſtian Religion, Piety, and Charity; the 
Love of God, and of our Neighbour. 

The Former and Superior Order, or Rank of thele Fixed 
Officers, were promiſcuoully call'd Biſhops and Presbyters. 
And F. B's Miſtake lies here; he ſuppoles None other ſigni- 
fied by thele Names and Titles, bur ſuch Fixed Biſhops, or 
Paſtors. And therefore concludes of theſe, what is ſaid, or 
_ affirmed in Scripture of Biſhops, and Presbyters in general. 
Not conſidering, that Chriſt himſelf is call'd a Biſhop, as 1 
have hinted : That the Apoſtles were call'dPresbyters, which 
he allows to ſignifie the tame thing with Biſhops. (So St. 
John 2 Epiſt. verl. 1.) (So St. Peter 1 Epiſt. Ch. 5. vaſ.s.) 
And as their Ofice was 1 a Biſhoprick, ſo was it alſo a 


Presby-. 
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Presbytery, orPresbyterſhip, (1 Tim. 4.) as I ſhall ſhe w more 
fully 1n another place. 

And this lays open to us the ground of another Error, 
which He and Others of his Sentiments run into. Who con- 
clude from the promiſcuous uſe of Names, the Parity of 
Office, and Authority ; as if All, who are called by the ſame 
Name, muſt of courſe be of equal Authority. By which 
Rule it will unavoidably follow, that the Apoſtles, and the 
Private Paftors ordained by them in particular Churches, 
muſt have had the fame Power and Authority. So that what- 
ever an Apoſtle might do, that might any private Paſtor do. 

Bur our own daily Obſervation & Experience is enough, 
ro convince Men of the Fallaciouſneſs of ſuch a way of Re- 
aſoning. For how common is it amongſt us, to call Perſons 
of very different Degrees of Power, by the fame common 
Name. We call a Fuftice of thePeace, as well as a Fadge,by 
the name of a Magiſtrate. We call a Captain and Colonel,an 
Officer and Commander, as well as a General, The Commax- 
ding Officer in a Caftle or City, is called a Governour, as 
well as the Sypreme Magiſtrate of a Kingdom. But will any 
one hence infer, that the Power of both is the ſame 2 All 
that can rationally be ſaid in ſuch a caſe, is, that Offces ſo 
called by one common Name, agree in one common Noti- 
on, or that there is ſome kind of Analogy or Similitude be- 
rween them. He that has the Chief Government of a King- 
dom, and He that has the Chief Government of a Caſtle, 
are both Governours, And ſuch a Power, as One has in his 
Peſt, ſuch the Other has in his. Bur ſetting this Conſidera- 
tion aſide, Oue is ſubordinate to the Orber, his mere Creature 
perhaps, and Commanded, and Removed at his pleaſure. 
And ſuch an Agreement & Analogy there was, between the 
Offce or Dignity of an Apoſtle, and of a Private Paſtor. They 
were bothMarziftrates, or Governours in the Common-Wealth 
of Chriſtians, in the Kingdom of Chri/#, and upon that ac- 
count might 40th be called by the Common Name 7 Bi- 

%, 
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ſhops or Presbyters. And alſo what One was in a particular 

Church, that the Other was in the Catholick Church. Here 

the Apoſtles were Biſhops , and Presbyters; there the Paſtors 

were Biſhops and Presbyters, but under the Direction, and 
ſubject to the Authority of the Other. For, as much as the 

Authority of the Supreme Governowr, or Founder of a Com- 

mon- Wealth is Superior to that, of any Subordinate Gover- 

our of a Town, or Province: As much as the Authority of 
the Cathol ict Church, is ſuperior to that of any particular 
Church: So much was the Spiritual Authority of an Apoſtle, 
ſuperior to that of a Paſtor of a Particular Church. The 
Authority of the latter commanded only his Flor; the Au- 
thority of the former commanded all /nferzour Paſtors, and 
their Reſpective Flocks. 

But this Diſparity, ſo Indiſputable between the 4poftles, 
and Fix d Paſtors of particular Churches,in the Firſt Age, (and 
which ought to be a Patern to all Succeeding Ages, had it 
not been mentioned by theChurch in all Ages ſince, is a ſaf- 
ficient Argument for the Lawfulneſs of it; and againſt that 
Parity of Spiritual Power ſo much contended for of late. 

Thirdly, Another Miſtake, or rather a Blunder J. B. com- 
mits in his Senſe of a proper Olject. This is a Logical Term, 
and therefore ought to be uſed in a Strict and Logical Senſe. 
So that by a proper Ohject, he is ſuppoſed ro mean an ade- 
guate Object, i. e. an Obje# commenſurate, and reciprocal to 
the Power, Faculty, or Office employed about it, and cannot 
under that Notion belong to any other Office, or Power. 
Tis true indeed? a ſerious and modeſt Man ſeldom ufes 
theſe Scholaſtick & Scientifick Terms in Moral Diſcourſes, 
and to a common Auditory ; becaufe they are diſtinctly 
underſtood by Few; Amuſe, rather than Iuſtruct the Un- 
learned ; and rend more to raiſe their Admiration, than in- 
form their Minds. So that when Men affect ſuch Terms, 
we may well ſuſpect they had rather be thought Learned 
' themſelyes,than Zeach others. And therefore when they ap- 
E 2 8 ply 
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ply them improperly, or impertinently, tis but juſt to te- 
turn Contempt inſtead of that Applauſe they aim at. Srrids- 
ly and Logically Speaking then, the meaning of this Propo- 
ſition, (a particular Church is the proper Objed of a Biſhops 
Inſpection and Care) amounts to thus much. That a Biſhop. 

| ought to have but One particular Church, (i. e. in his mean- 

' ing, Owe Single Congregation) to Rule, or Govern. And on 
che other hand, One ſuch Church ought to have but one ſuch 
Biſhop. And that this is his Meaning, we may collect from 
his blaming thoſe Biſhops, who pretend to a Juriſdiction o- 
ver many ſuch Churches, and a Care over more Souls, than 
They can ſerve and attend in their own Perſons. For if One 
Biſhop ought to undertake the Care of no more Souls, than 
he can attend, and account to God for: Then is there no oc- 
caſion for any other Biſhop, to take Care of thoſe Souls, who 
make up that Particular Church, or Single Congregation. For 
to what purpoſe ſhould Several undertake the Care of ſuch 
a Number of Souls, as One is ſufficient to take care oft. | 

But if this be his meaning, how comes he, with the ſame 
breath in the next Sentence, to contradict himſelf in expreſs. 
Terms. Adding, by way of Explication, It was a particular 
Flock, the Scriptural Biſhop in the Apoſtolick Age, was to O- 
werſee, Feed, aud Rule. And that uſually in conjuntion with 
ſeveral others, as his Collegues in the ſame Office, or Charge, 
i. e. a Particular Church was the proper Olject of a Biſhops. 
Inſpetion and Care. It was a particular Flock. He was to Over- 
ſee, Feed, and Rule. But what in fact, even in the Apoſto- 
lick Age, was ſeldom or never ſo ; but uſually the proper 
Olject of the joint Inſpection and Care of Several, as Collegues 
in the ſame Office, and Charge, and of equal Authority. i. e. 
truly a Particular Flock was, and was not the proper Object 
of a Biſhops. Inſpettion, and Care. For if it was ulually the 
proper Object of the Iuſpection and Care of Several, then 
not of One; and if of One Biſhops Inſpection and Care, then not 
af Several. Unleſs. the ſame Thing, at the ſame time, and. 
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in the ſame reſpect, can be proper to One, and proper to Ma" 
ny, joyntly conſidered ; or common to Many, ſepatately con- 
ſidered. Can one Woman be the proper, lawful Wife of one 
Man, and alſo the proper Wife of Several. "Tis a common 
Saying, that what is every Mans buſinels, is no Ones bufineſs,. 
i, e. no ones proper buſineſs, excluſive of others. When 
ſeveral Shepherds are equally concerned about one Flock, 
can it be ſaid, to be the proper Care and c— any one of 
them 2 It is a Care, or Concern common to all of them, ſe- 
parately conſidet d; every one of them being equally ob- 
liged thereto, thò not to the whole Care, but of all of them 
together, or jointly conſidered. Tis as ſuch, they muſt ac- 
count for it ;'tis as ſuch the proper Objett of their joint Care. 
The Care of ſuch a Fleck is common to them all, they are 
all equally concerned, or obliged to take Care of it; and 
then that Flack is the proper Object of all their Care, jointly: 
confidered, not of any one of their Care, ſeparately conſider'd.. 
Fourthly, A farther Miſtake J. B. runs into, is, in not di- 
ſtinguiſning between the proper adeguate Olject of any Power- 
or Office, and the particular thing, about which it happens 
to be employed. For a Power, or Office is nevertheleſs ſus h, 
whether it be actually exerciſed, or not. And that is the: 
proper adequate Obje of ſuch a Power, about which it may 
be, not that, about which it actually is employed. Becauſe 
it is only accidental to anyOffce, or Power, that it is exerci- 
ſed at all; much more accidental, that it is employed about 
tb, or that particular thing. Thus all Perſons, who are 
capable of being taught, are the proper Obje of his Office, 
who has a Power to teach, not merely They, whom he ac- 
tually teaches, or is confin d to teach. And therefore the 
Ofice of a Biſtop being to teach in the Chriſtian Church ;. 
All Chriſtians as ſuch, are the proper Object of his Offce ;. 
not thole preciſely, whom he actuallyreaches, &c. Or whom: . 
he is, for particular reaſons, confined to exerciſe his Oficea-- 
hout. As the proper Object of a Phyſicians Art, or Ofice, . 
all: 


| 
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all Sick Perſaus in general, tho he be confined to practice 

cnly in a certain Town, or Hoſpital. Or as the proper Ob. 
jet of Hearivg is not this, or that Sound :; But all Sound; 
in general, tho a Man happens actually to hear but 


few. 


Such groſs Inconſiſtencies, and Abſurdities, do Men 
run into, who uſe Terms not well underſtood, or who by 
the help of fuch Terms, go about to reconcile different Opi- 
nions, or deliver their Senſe ſo, as to avoid offending op- 
poſite Parties This is a Buſineſs, which requires grear 
Art and Sophiſtry. The Sight muſt be much obſcur'd, and 
the Medium corrupted, before we can be made to believe 
that Two Sticksare One. J. B. it ſeems expreſſes his Thoughts 
on this nice Point concerning the Epiſcopal Office, in ſuch 


Terms, as both the Presbyterians & Independents may eaſily 


interpret in favour of their own Models. A particular 


Church, i. e. a Single Congregation is the proper Object of a 


Scriptural Biſhops n/pettion and Care; 5m or the Men of 
the Congregational way.) And that uſually with ſeveral 
Others, as bis Collegues in the ſame Office, or Charge, ſe- 
cures from the Reſentment of the Presbyterians. But paſ- 
ſing by the Inconſiſtency of theſe things. How can J. B. 
acquit himſelf to his own Conſcience, in doing that, which 
he fo folemnly precautions others againſt, (and would inſi- 
nuate the Epiſcoparians notoriouſly guilty of,) pag. 407. In 
bringing his own, or the pregonceived Opinions of Others, con- 
cerning the Biſhops Off the Holy Scriptures, not borrow- 
ing from thence, but ſtealing them from Authors of much 
leis Credit, or Authority. How juſtly applicable to ſuch, 
is St. Pauls Reproof to the Hypocritical Few, (Rom. 2.21.) 
Thou that teacheſt, another ſhall not ſteal, doſt thou ſteal > 

. Theſe things being premiſed, in order to detect the Fal- 


| lacioufneſs of his Reaſoniags in the Proof of his Poſition, 


and hinder the incautious Reader from being impoſed upon 
by his cquiyocal, and ambiguous, and improper Terms. . 
2 ra 
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take his Meaning in general to be, that in the Apoſtolick- 
Age, and Scripture Senſe, the Offce of a Biſhop was only 
converſant about a particular Church, i. e. a Sing/e Congre-- 


gation ; and that a Biſpep did not, and ought not to exerciſe 
any Authority over more, but was circumſcribed and limi- 
ted in the exerciſe of his Authority to that Church; and that 
when ſeveral wete employed in the management of ſuch a 
Church, (as it uſually happened, ) they had all equal Power, 
and were all equally concerned in the Care and Government 
of it. None was Superior to the Reſt, Thus his Poſition, as 
explained by him, contains Two Propoſitions. The Firſt, 
That a Scriptural Biſhop had only Power and Authority over 
one Church, or Congregation. - Secondly, That when there 
were more than one Biſhop fixed and appointed to attend, 
and govern ſuch a Church, They were all Equal, none was. 
Superior to the Reſt. Ben 

'Tis the former of theſe Two, he applies himſelf ditectly 
to prove, and which we deny. | 


Firſt, Becauſe we meet with Perſ6ns called Biſhops, and 


inveſted with the Epiſcopal Office, whole Power and Autho- 
rity was never circumſcribed, or limited to any fuchCharch,. 

namely Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 
Secondly, Becauſe fuch Limitation is in no wiſe Eſſential 
or Neceſlary to the Epiſcopal Office. The Determination of 
the 04je makes no Alteration in the nature of the Offce, 
or Power employed about it. He that is a Jaſtice of tbe race 
in one County, has as much the Power and Authority of a 
Juſtice of the Peace, as if his Commi ſſion permitted him to 
exerciſe it all over the Kingdom. Was the Apoſtolick Pom. 
er and Authority altered by that implicit or explicit Agree- 
ment amongſt the Apoſtles, not to interpoſe or exerciſe their 
Autbority in the Churches converted or planted by Others. 
Or when it was agreed upon between St. Peter and St. Paul 
that the one ſhould preach to the Fews, and the other to the 
Gentiles, But it is the ſame thing, whether ſuch a Limi- 
a tation 
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tation be Voluntary, or by Conſtraint. Had any of the 
Apoſtles, though fit to fix themſelves in a particular City, or 
Church, (as for what we know, ſome did,) or had it been 
0 Reſolved upon, or Decreed by the reſt of the Apofles, his 
ApoſtolickPower would have ſuffered no Alteration, or Dimi- 
nution thereby. 2 
And that this was the Senſe of Cbriſtiaus in all Ages, 
appears from their conſtant Practiſe, For upon the Tranſ- 
lation of any Ecclefraſtical Officer, or Miniſter, from one 
.Church to another, and his Admiſſion to the Exerciſe of his 
Miniſtry ; the Perſon ſo Removing, was never Re-ordained 
in a Church, holding Communion with the Church, where he 
was firſt Ordained. Which ought to have been done, had 
his. Authority, as a Miniſter of the Goſpel, ceaſed with the Ex- 
ecution of it; or been inſeparable from the Oedt to which 
it was firſt limited. And the Reaſon is this, his Power, or 
Authority is from Chriſt, who is the Head of the Univerſal 
Church, and therefore whoſoever has this Authority, has ic 
in the whole Church, of which, that Particular Church, where- 
in he was firſt Ordained, and wherein he firſt Exerciſed his 
Miniſtry, was a part; and tho he exerciſed it in that part, 
it was for the Good of the Whole: And hisActs are valid in 
the Whole, and allowed, ſo as his Baptiſing, Oc. So that no- 
thing but Prudential Reaſons, reſpecting the Good of the 
Whole, can hinder him from Exerciſing that Authority in a- 
ny part of the Whole. Which Reaſons ceaſing. or being re- 
moved, he is at liberty to exerciſe his Authority. Indeed, 
had every Particular Church a diſtinct Head, or Fountain 
of Power, no Miniſter could have Authority, but in that 
Church, where he received it. But Particular Churches be- 
ing only ſo manyParts,or Limbs ofthe One Catholick Church, 
and having all one Head and Fountain of Power, He that 
has any Power, or Function in one Part, has it in the Whole, 
of which, that is a Part, and all his Acts of Power, exerci- 
led in that Part, ought to be done with reſpect to the you 
1 | an 
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and Edification of the Whole. And nothing has been more 
Fatal or Prejudicial ro Chriſfianity, than che contraryPractiſe. 
As when Perſons entruſted with Chriſts Authority, have ex- 
erciſed it to the ſeeming Benefit of that Particular Church, 
to which they had a Particular Relation, rather than the 
Good of the Whole. When they have under a pretence of 


Securing the Peace of ſuch a Church, and Preventing Schiſms, 


and Hereſies, fix d ſuch Articles of Faith, and Terms of Com- 
munion, as have in effect, ſecluded the greateſt part of the 
Cat holict Church. So that while they had a ſhadow of Peace 
and Unity amongſt themſelves, they had neither with moſt 
Chriſtians beſides. This, I ſuppoſe, is, and has been the 
Cate of the Church of Rome for many Ages; and is that, which 
chicfly denominates Fer truly Autichriſtian. Since She in 
effect makes Chriſts Authority Her own, monopolizes all 


Spiritual, and in virtue of that, all Temporal Authority to Her 


ſelf. Employs it all ro advance and aggrandize the Roman 
See, and regards the Body of Chriſt no farther, than to 
bring it into Subjection to the Pope, and ſo of a Member 
of the Body, become the Head. 

Thirdly, Becauſe we find in Scripture no Biſhop, whoſe 
Office was ſo circumſcribed & limited, as he repreſents it, (that 
is, co a Single Congregation.) For the Subdiviſion of Particu- 
lar Churches, ſuch as of Jeruſalem, Epheſus , Alexandria, &c. 
into ſeveral Pariſhes, or Congregations under the Care of 
a Single Presbyter, or Paſtor, was not till ſeveral Centuries 
afrer the Firſt Planting of thoſe Churches. The ſeveral Con- 
gregations, or Aſſemblies of Chriſtians for Divine Worſhip, 
being ſerved, or attended ſometimes by One or more Miniſters, 
as by the Appointment of the Apoſtles, or Biſhop of the Par- 
ticular City, from whence ſuch Particular Church took it's 
Denomination, or as by Agreement amongſt themſelves. 
In a wotd, there were noPaſtors, who took upon them the 
Charge of any particular Number of Souls, and were fixed 

as Watchmen, or Spiritual Leaders to any Single Congregati- 
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on. And therefore J. B's. Notion of a Scriptural Biſhop is 
altogether Unſcripturad. 

And this will more plainly appear from a particular Vicw 
and Examination of the ſeveral Texts produced by him in 
Confirmation of his Notion. Which, indeed they are fo far 
from Confirming, that they either Prove nothing at all to 
his purpoſe, or the quite contrary. | 

The Firſt, and moſt ImportantText, he argues from, is the 
Charge given by St. Paul to the Elders, whom he had called 
from Epheſus to Miletus, (Acts 20.28.) The Words are 
theſe, Take heed unto your ſelves, and to the wholeFlock, over 
which, (or among which) the Holy Ghoſt has made, (ot con- 
ſtituted) you Overſeers, (or Biſhops) to feed the Church of 
God, (or of Chriſt) which he hath purchaſed with his own 
blood. Here, ſays J. B. we ſee what was the Object of the O- 
verſight and Care of theſe Biſhops, (or Presbyters, which I 
have allowed him, were Terms promiſcuouſly uſed to ſigni- 
fie · all Perſons of any conſiderable Authority in the Church.) 
That Flock, that Church of God, which was then gathered in the 
City of Epheſus. Bur the Words exprefly declare, neither 
that this Flock was the Church gathered in the City of Ephe- 
tus, nor that theſe Presbyters were all Biſhops only of the 
Flock gathered in that City, and had no Authority ellewhere. 
For | doubt not, but by the Church of Chriſt, which thoſe 
Biſhops were to feed, is meant the Catholick Church, and 
which They truly fed, in taking care of that Part of 2t, about 
which They were more immediately Employed, Nor are 
They called the Elders of the Church of Epheſus, or of the 
Flock gathered in that City; but only the Presbyters of the 
Church in general, Verſ. 17. Tho probably, ſuch as exerci- 
ſed their Authority in, and about Epheſus. For not only 
there, bur over all the adjacent Parts of Aſia, had St. Paul 
Preached the Goſpel with great Succeſs, and Converted 
great Numbers to the Chriſtian Religion. (As is fully repre- 


tented in the 197% Chapter of the As.) Who, _ 
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doubt, had their Presbyters, or Biſhops, as well as thoſe in 
the City of Epheſus, and who allo might very well have been 
ſummoned ro Miletus, with the Presbyters of the City of E- 
pheſus. But who, or how many ſoever theſe Presbyters were, 
they are not called the Presbyters of rhe Church gathered in 
the City of Epheſus, or of any other Particular Church, much 
lets of any Single Chriſtian Congregation. But from the Con- 
text it appears plain enough, that at leaſt ſome of them 
were Afraticks. '(Unleſs, as he ſays, we Juppoſe them to have 
been ſcandalousNon-Refidents, and (tho obliged to guide eve- 
ry Individual of the Flock, they took the Inſpettion of, as 
well by their Example, as Dottrine, aud to that end, Con- 
verſe daily with them,) to have learned the modern Practice 
of [pending their whole Time amongſt the warm Citizens of E- 
pheſus, and at Thirty or Forty Miles diftance from their 
pretended Charge. As far as Munſter-Even, or the Remote 
Parts of the County of Catherlough, or Kilkenny, are from 
Dublin; and only ſcouring to their ſaid Congregations, + (as 
by Compact,) once a Month or ſo, to Pray and Preach an 
Hour or Two on the Sabbath, for ſomewhat, that makes 
them Return with lighter Hearts, than a well Sugar d 
Tankard, be the Contents what it will.) For he addreſ- 
ſes himſelf to them, Verſ. 18. as to Perſons, among whom 
he had converſed, and who were well acquainted with 
his manner of Living, all the while he was in Aa; bur 
he ſpent a conſiderable part of that Time in other Parts of 
Afia, beſides Epheſus. ' | X 

The next Text produced by F. B. to confirm his Notion 
of the proper Object of a I proves no more, than 
that the Chriſtians, in and about Philippi, had Biſhops and 
Deacons amongſt them, as well as thoſe at Epheſas, Phil. r. 
I. But neither prove to his purpoſe, that either theſe Chriſti- 
ans made up but One Single Congregation, or that theſe Bi- 
ſhops and Deacons had no Authority, but in that Single Con- 
 gregation. Which ate the Points, he ought to Prove direct 
F 2 f ly. 
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ly. But then they directly Prove againſt Him, and his Party, 
That a Diſparity of Church Qficers, and a Subordination of 
Miniſters in the Church, is ſo far from being contrary to the 
Genius of the Chriſtian Religion, that there always was ſuch 
a Subordination of Miniſters from the very Beginning. For 
it is allowed, that Deacons were of the Publick Aliniſtry, and 
alſo that they were an Order inferior to Presbyters. 

But the Words in 1 Tim. Chap 3. verſ. 5. next quoted 
by him, are ſo far from ſerving his purpoſe, that they ex- 
preſly confirm what I maintain. For the Church of God there, 
cannot with any colour of Reaſon be made to tignifie any 
thing beſides the Catholic Church. There being no menti- 
on made of any Particular Church, or Flock, ſubject to the 
Inſpection of the Biſhop, there ſpoke of. His Office in ge- 
neral is deſcribed to be, zo take care of the Church of God, as 
oppoſed to his own Private Family, But what is the Houſe 
or Family of God, but the Whole Church? 

In the Epiſtle to Titus, there is noexpreſs mention made 
of any Particular Church. Met ſince Titus was left in Creet, 
to Ordain E/ders in every City, we may very well ſuppoſe 
there were Chriſtzans, where ſuch Presbyters were to be Or- 
dained. But it does not appear, that ſuch. Biſhops, or Pres- 
byters were only Set over Sing/e Congregations. | 

He ſtrangely twiſts, or perverts St. Peters words, 1 Fpi/e. 
Chap. 1. Verſ 1. aud Chap. 5.Verſ. 3. Nor does he, after 
all his Criticiſms and Explanations, make them prove his 
Schemes. For there is there no expreſs mention of any Par- 
ticular Church, or Churches; but only of the Elect Strangers, 
or Pilgrims (of the Diſperſion) ſcattered throughout Pontus, 
* Galatia, Capadocia, Afia, and Bythinia, that is, the whole 
Body of Jewiſh Chriſtians in thoſe Countries; and who are 
called by no other Name, than the Flock of God in general, 

Chap. 5. Verſ. 3.) or that part of it among the Pres- 
byters, there particularly addreſſed ro. Nor are theſe Preh) 
ters confined in the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry to any Single 

Congregations ; 
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Congregations ; but only in general Terms commanded to 
feed the Flock amongſt them. Taking the Overſight, or Govern- 
ment, or exerciſing the Epiſcopal Authority, not by Conſtraint, 
or uſing Force and Violence, but willingly, cheerfully, and 

gently ; not for filthy Lucre ſake, but of a ready mind: Nei. 
ther commanding, as Men are wont to do in Secular Poſts, or 
Emphloyments, or over their private Inheritance: (For tome 
Copies uſe the word in the ſingular Number.) But as thoſe, 
who are (Set up) for Paterns, or Enſamples to the Flock, i. e. 
All Chriſtians. I know this is not the common [Interpre- 
tation of the words; but as I think, the proper Senle of 
them. For I would have it obſerved Fir/t, that it is not 
in the Original, Gods Heritage, Lot or Lots, but in general, 
V Hie, ON &i. Secondly, That there is no Oppo- 

ſition between Gods Heritage, or Heritages, and the Flock, 
as there ought to be, to make out the Antithefts, becauſe 
they both ſignifie one and the ſame thing. Or Thirdly, If 
it be ſaid the Antithefis lies between xe)axveney)s, and rune 
yi, Which is but an indifferent one, then a, or dd 
would be moſt proper in the place of gui. Whereas in this 

Senſe there is a continued Antitbeſis between all the parts 
of the Two members of the Sentence. 

Or if we render the vd the Clergy, or Inferior Off- 
cers of the Church, which is a very common Signification 
of the word, and has ſome foundation in Scripture, (vide 
Acts chap. 1. verſ. 25.) then the Antithefis is maintained, 

not imperiouſly Inſulting, or Commanding the Inferior Clergy ; 
but being Enſamples to the whole Flock. 

Bur rather than entirely to overthrow the Credit of F. 
B's. Criticiſm upon 76 zaieor, or ſpoil his Alluſion. Let it 
ſigni fie the ſeveral Churches under the Government of theſe 
Presbyters. Does it neceſſarily follow, that theſe Churches 
were but ſo many Single Congregations, or that the Autho- 
_ rity of One or more of theſePresbyters was confined to eve- 


ry ſuch Congregation ? Sucli Quotations may amuſe the lg- 
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norant from the Pulpit, and make them fancy there is 
| ſomething in them; but can never impole upon any judi- 
cious Reader. os 15 

To be brief, were thoſe, who laloured among(? the Theſe 
ſalonians, and were Set over them, and Admoniſhed them, 
concerned only about One Single Congregation > 1 Thell. ch. 
5. wverſ. 12. Or were the Hebrews, to whom St. Paul ad- 
dreſſes the Epiſtle, but One Congregation under the Rulers, 
whom they are commanded to Obey » Heb. ch. 13. ver. 17, 
Oc docs it thence appear, that they were All of equal Au- 
thority 2 He muſt have a very mean Opinion of the Judg- 
ment of his Auditors, or be very ſure of their Aﬀections, - 
who reaſons at this rate. 

Theie are all the Arguments produced by J. B. to prove 
that a particular Church, or Single Congregation was, in the 
Apoſtolick Age, the proper Object of the Epiſcopal Office, or as 
he expreſſes it, of the Scriprural Biſhops Inſpection and Care. 
i, e. that no Biſbop, mentioned in Scripture, did, or ought 
to exerciſe any Spiritual Authority over more than One Floct, 
or Single Congregation. And which I have ſhewn, theſe 
Texts are fo tar from proving, that either they prove no- 
thing to his purpoſe, or the quite contrary. Namely, that 
no particular Congregation, but the Catholict Church, is the 
proper Objeft, about which, the Epiſcopal Authority is, and 
ought to be Employed. That it is wholly accidental to it, 
that it is, or was limited to any particular Church, and 
when ſo limited, is, and ought to be no farther Exerciſed, 
or Employed about any ſuch particular Church, then as it 
tends to the Good and Edification of the whole Carholick 
Church. In a word, that there is not any one ſuch Bzſhop to 
be found in the whole Bible, as 7. B. deſcribes. 

Nevertheleſs, he ſays, That had be not reſolved to confine 
himſelf to the Holy Scriptures, it were not difficult to (hew, that 
even when the Name of Biſhop & Elder came to be diſtinguiſh- 
ed, the Biſhop was no more than the Senior Paſtor of a parti- 

cular 


(47) 

cular Flock, or Congregation, which he governed in conjuntti- 
on with the reſt of the filders of it, And fince this is no dif- 
ficult Undertaking, at leaſt to him, I could heartily wiſh, 
he had made no ſuch Re/o/ution, and ſhould be very glad, 
if thoſe worthy Perſons, in compliance to whoſe Requeſt, 
he Publiſhed this Sermon amongſt the reſt, would repete 
their moſt importunate Requeſts, that he would alter his 
Reſolution, and ſhew, as ſoon as he conveniently can, what 
he ſays, u not difficutlt to be done. 

In the mean time he has given us a Specimen of what he 
can do. Such a Biſhop, for inſtance, he ſays; was a Brſhop 
in Ignatius s Time, and as deſcribed by that Holy Father, 
notwith/tanding all the magnifying Expreſſions, he uſes to di- 
flinguiſh bim (the Biſhop) from, and give him the Preference 
before the reſt of the Presbyters. Which, by the by, is a 
very undecent, and injurious Reflection upon the Sinceri- 


ty of that Holy Martyr. As if he had a ſecret Deſign to 


to make theEpiſcopal Authority ſeem Greater, than z# really 
was. And at a Time too, when he ought to have acted 
with the greateſt Impartiality, and could have no manner 
ot deſign to encreaſe his own Authority, 5. e. in his Old 
Age, and when he was going to Rome to ſuffer Martyrdom, 
and encounter Beaſts. For then it was, he wrote the genu- 
ine Epiſtles, which are now extant. A Church, ſays J. B. 
was then (in Tonatius's Time, who lived but about Eight 
Years longer than St. Fohn the Apoſtle) Plebs Epiſcopo con- 
donata, (which, whatever F. B. would have his incurious 
Readers believe, or whether he miſtakes his Author,) ate 
not the words of Ignatius, Who never wrote, or for what 
we know, underſtood Latin; but of Cyprian, who lived 
One Hundred and Fitty Years after /gnatius,) i. e. a Chriſti- 
an Flock united to their Biſhop. But what then > How does 
itappear, that this Flock, as he calls Plebs, was no more 
than a Single Congregation. Does Plebs preciſely ſigniſie a 
Flock, or Single Congregation ? Pray conſult your Dictiona- 

ry 
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ry again F. B. Well! but, adds he, this Plebs in Cyprians 


Time, was but a Single Congregation in [gnatins's Time, be- 


cauſe then every Biſhop had but One Altar, or Communion Ta- 
Ile for it. There is, lays Ignatius, to every Church, One Altar, 
and One Biſhop, together with the Elders and Deacons. Bur 
where Igratius ſays this, he has diſcreetly letc it to the Rea- 
der to find out, not doubring, but the Keaders, for whom 
he deſigned theſe Sermons, would take hu word for it, and 
what the Curious might do, he was not anxious to kuow. He 
cannot rherefore rake it a miſs, if One examines whether 
he has given us faithfully the Senſe of Ignatius s Words. 
The Place 7 B. ſeems to refer to, is in that Holy Martyrs 
Epiſtle to the Church of Philadelphia,pag. 94. Ed. Gen. 1623. 
Where that holy Man, having repreſented to that Church 
the dangerous State of Hereticks and Schiſmaticks,and how 
they ought to be treated; as Penitent, received again in- 
to the boſom of the Church; and if not, with Clemency 
and Mercy, according to the Example of Almighty God, 
who is merciful to the Evil and Unjuſt : And exhorting them 


to Unity in Faith, Doctrine, and the Celebration of the Eu- 


chariſt, the moſt ſolemn part of Chriſtian Worſhip ; among 


| ſeveral Arguments, which he makes ule of to this purpoſe, 


(much of the ſame nature with thoſe uſed by St. Paul to the 
Epheſians, Chap. 4.) ſays, with reſpect to the Sacrament, 
there is One Altar ade T5 Et to the Whole Church, (not 
to every Particular Church, as F. B. renders the words) and 
one Biſhep, together with the Presbyters and Deacons, i. e. 
ane kind of Church Government, viz. by Biſhops, Presbyters, 

and Deacons. | 
Where, by the whole Church, tis plain, both from Iguati- 
uss Deſign, and the nature of the Arguments, he makes 
uſe off, he means the Catholick Church ; the fame Church, 
into the Boſom of which, he directs them to readmit He- 
reticks upon theirRepentance ; a few Sentences before. The 
lame Church, which in the following Sentence he ſays, the 
Apoſtles 
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Apoſtles founded from one End of the Earth to the other. 


But th6 theſe Words don't prove, that a Biſhop, in Igna- © 


tius's Time, had but One Church, or Congregation to govern 
with his Presbyters and Deacons: Yet may he from hence, 
and other paſlages in this Epiſtle learn, what is much more 
Material for him to know. As what the Government of the 
Church in that Age was, in the Three Orders of Biſhops, Pres- 
byters, and Deacons. What it is to withdraw his Obedience 
from a Catholick Biſhop, or One recciving his Authoricy from 
Such, as Chriſt and his Apoſtles entruſted with it. What 
they were looked upon to be,who enticed Perſons from the 
Communion of ſuch Biſhops : No better than Wolves in Sheeps 
Clothing. What Congregations gathered by ſuch, however 
they might Thrive and Floriſh : No better than the Seed of 
the Evil One. And what the End at laſt of the Seducers and 
Seduced : To be cut off. 

He may likewiſe from hence, and other Epiſtles of that 
holy Man, learn, chat Presbyters were to do nothing, but 
with che Direction and Approbation of the Biſbop. That 
they were to pay the ſame Deference and Obedience to their 
Biſhops, as they expected from the Deacons under Them, or 
the People under their Miniſtry. That a Biſhop did not only 
determine Matters in conjunttion with Them; but did alſo ex- 
erciſe his Authority over them. And of courſe that the Order, 
or Office of Presbyters was Subordinate to that of Biſhops. 


But tho F. B. be thus exact, beyond all the Precedents 
of Scripture, or Antiquity, in defining and circumſcribing 
the Objet of his Scriptural Biſhops Office : Yer does he make 
him plentiful amends in the Power and Authority, which he 
allows him within thole limits. He ſeems to be of Czſfars 
Temper, who had rather be the Supreme Magiſtrate of a ſmall 


Town, than the Second in the Roman Empire. He had ra- 


ther be the Firſt in a Single Congregation, than of the Second 
Order in the Catholick Church. And therefore as Mens Fan- 
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tes and Inclinations have uſually no fmall ſhare informing 
their Judgments and Opinions: He makes his Scriptural 
Biſhop fach, as he would be Fimſelf, a mere Cæſar. Alone, 
or in conjunction With his Collegues Supreme, Abſolute, 
Independent Head, and Ruler of his Flock. And ſets his own 
private Judgment in matters teſpecting the outward Order 
and Decency of Publick Worſhip, and Church Government, a- 
bove all the Canons and Cuſtoms of the whole Church, He 
gives him Authority not only to Teach, 4dmoniſh, Cenſure, 
andExcommunicatein his little Empire: But allo toOrdain, and 
luveſt Others in the ſame Epiſcopal Office, when any ſuch Oc- 
cafton offers, pag. 423. What Occaſon he means, and to 
which, the Particle ſuch refers, I know not : He having 
made mention of no particular Occaſron. I ſuppoſe he means, 
in his way of Speaking, any Occaſton. | 

But if he Ordains only in his Congregation, (for no farther 
does his Power reach) and fuch, as he deſigus to admit, as 
Collegues in his Charge or Office there: He will have no great 
Occafon during his life time, to exerciſe this Branch of his 
Ofice. Eſpecially confidering that Such, as will own no 
Superior to them in Power, are not like to be very forward, 
in admitting any Egual. And after his Death, orRemoval, ſuch 
Power, according to his Principle, muſt needs ceaſe. But if he 
ordains Paſtors of other Flooks, or aſſiſts at their Ordination; 
this is to extend his Power or Offce beyond it's proper Ol ect, 
and exerciſe it, where he ought not; over more than his 
Single Floct. But how this is conſiſtent with his own Princi- 
ple, I hope he will one time or other take occaſion to ſlic w. 

In the mean time, let us examine the weight of thoſe Ar- 
guments, whereby he demonſtrates, that it is a Neceſſary 
and Indiſpenſable Branch of his Scriptural Biſhops Office, 
Miniſterialy to inveſt Others in it, They are chiefly Three, 
ſuch as they are, viz. a Fragment of Latin miſerably miſ- 
underſtood, or ſhameſully perverted. A ſingle Text, which 


as explained by himſelf, does him no manner of _ 
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) 
And a Reaſon or Two, drawn from the nature of Ordination, 
as conceived by him, and ſo managed, as proves nothing 
more, than a great want of Judgment in Himſelſ. 

But before J go about, or apply my ſelt to make good 
this Charge; it is very well worth ones white to take No- 
tice in our way, of his Notion and Senſe of the Rite of Or- 
dination. For it ſeems there is ſomething very Singular in 
it, or at leaſt in his way of deſcribing it: He having a pecu- 
liar Felicity in expreſſing himſelf to, as not to be underſtood. 
It h, ſays he, Miniſtertaly to inveſt Others in the ſame Office, 
i. e. of a Scriptural Biſhop, or Elder. It is a Setting apart 
others to the Miniſterial Office, pag. 423. (Not Offices, th6 
Deacons are Ordained, as well as Presbyters.) But in the 
mean time, 40 that the Ordainers have to do, is the Deſignati- 
on of the Perſon, whom Chriſt has qualified for the Othce, and 
called to it. And tho this is all they have to do; yet he pre- 
lently adds, that they are capable Fudges of the Characters, 
that ſhould qualifie the Perſon to be Ordained to it, pag. 42 6. 

So that althò the Power of Ordination, be but a Miniſterial 
Fower, a Power to ſerve and execute the Will and Order of 
another; yet is it a Dignity, which belongs only to thoſe, who are 
themſelves dignified therewith ; a Priviledge and Prerogative, 
that no Humane Canons can juſtly debar bis Scriptural Biſhop 
from; yet it is a Commiſſion empowering Them, to empower O- 
thers. i. e. It is a Power, empowering Them Miniſterialy to 
empower Others to the ſame Office or Dignity. 

From all which, One would think F. B. had a Real Com- 
miſſion ro ſpeak Non-Senſe with a good Grace, and utter 
Contradictions, as Apollo did Oracles è Tripode. Where- 
fore he muſt excuſe my want of Capacity, it I don't under- 
ſtand him aright, and take the liberty to inform my felt 
better, by putting a few plain Queſtions to him. 

Was it only a Miniſterial Power, which Chriſt acquired 
over His Church by His Sufferings? For the ſame Power He 

had, the ſame Power He transferred on His Apo/tles. But 
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Mr. B. affirms, that the Power Chriſt gave his Apoſtles 3) 
an extraordinary Commiſſion, that he gave to the OrdinaryPa\.- 
tors of the Church by an ordinary Commiſſion, pag. 417. 

Secondly, | muſt ask, how Chriſt can qualitie Perſons for 
the Miniſterial Office, and call them to ir, without the Peſg- 
nation of them? How can a Perſon be called to an Offce, 
and not be deſigned to it: Bur if by the Deſignation of the 
Perſon, F. B. means the Publick and Vifible Defignation, and 
Pointing him out to the Church; and if this be all, the Or- 
dainers have to do: How came theſe Ordainers then to be 
capable Judges of the Characters, that ſhould qualifie him for 
Ordination, as F. B. lays, they are? pag. 426. tor this is 
much more, than the bare Deſignation of the Perſon. 

Or if he mean, that the Ordainers are capable Judges of the 
Characters, that (hould qualifie the Perſon ; I would ask, Are 
They better Judges than Chriſt > | 

But if he means, that the Ordainers are capable Judges of 
thoſe, whom Chriſt has internally qualified and called; then 
muſt they alto be Infallible, know the Hearts of Men, and 
diſcern Chrifts ſecret Decrees & Councils; (which is more 
than any Pope ever pretended to) otherwiſe they may run 
into the moſt dangerous Errors and Miſtakes. They may 
not ſeldom Ordain and Deſigu Perſons for the Miniſterial Of- 
fice, and inveſt them in it, whom Chriſt has not gualifſed, 
nor called thereto. And they may on the other hand, often- 
times reject, or refuſe to Ordain a Perſon, whom Chriſt has 
inwardly qualified and called to that Office. 

Now ſuppoſe theſe Cales ſometimes happen, as they muſt 
do, if the Ordainers be not Infallible. Then what will be- 
come of thoſe poor Souls, who are under the Miniſtry of 
Such, as have been inveſted in the Miniſterial Office, but 
are not qualified, nor called by Chriſt > Or 1s their Mini/try 
valid 2 If it be, then what need had they to be called by 
Chriſt > If it be not; then are all their Flocks left to the un- 
covenanted Mercy of God, and 7hey. without any ſhare in 
Chriſt, | Or: 


— 
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Ort ſuppoſe on the other hand, that the Ordainers happen 
(as they muſt often, being Fallible) to reject, or refule_ 
to deſign a Perion to the Miniſterial Office, or inveft him in 
it, who is qualified and called by Chriſt thereto. Is not this 
to null what Chriſt has done, and hinder the Church of the 
Labours of One called by Chriſt 2 Or in caſe, ſuch an One 
alledges, he z called by Chriſt. (and it is but pretending it) 
How plauſibly may he deſpiſe the Formal Rite of che In. 
poſition of Hands, and purſue his pretended Call? And who 
can condemn him, when he does lo ? 

I have long thought, that to Ordain, in the Language of 
the Church, is, to give a Perſon Power to exerciſe tome Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Office: That Chriſt being the Head of the Church, | 
and of courte the Spring and Fountain of all Power therein, | 
devolved upon His Aſcenſion into Heaven this Power upon 
his Apo/tles,as his Embaſſadors & Delegates on Earth, to be 

by Tnem tranſmitted to Others; promiſing to be with Them, 
and ſuch as were Commiſſioned by Them, in the Execution 
of that Power, to the End of the Worid, to Ratifie and Con- 
firm what They did. And therefore that as many, as are 
thus Ordained by the Apoſtles, or any deriving Authority 
from Them, are caled & Ordained by Chriſt, and none other; 
according to the ordinary Form of Church Government. 

And therefore, that whoever pretend to be otherwiſe Or- 
dained, or called to any Miniſterial Office, it muſt be after 
{ome extraordinary manner, as St. Paul was. And then they 

are to give ſome extraordinary Proof, or Teſtimony of their 
extraordinary Miſſion. Which if they do not, their Pretences 

' ought to be rejected, and they ſuſpected as Falſe Teachers, 
or Falſe Prophets. 
Having thus briefly conſidered his Notion of Ordination, 
which indeed in many reſpects is very Singular. I no- 
proceed to examine the Arguments, by which he endea- 
vouts to Prove, that, whatever it is in it's own nature, it is 


2 Branch of an Ordinary Paſtor, or Presbyters Office, or of 
thoſe, 
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thoſe, who are immediately concerned in feeding the Flock 
or attending the common Duties of fteligion, and the Di- 
vine Worſhip. | 

And the Firſt Argument he goes about to Prove this by, 
is, (as I obſerved) a Fragment of Latin, Ordini e/t Ordinare, 
2. e. as he moſt nicely paraphraſes it, the Power of Ordinati- 
on belongs to All, who are themſelves dignified with it. Which, 
th6 it be not the Senſe of the words, is unqueſtionably 
true; but yet one of theſe Propoſitions, which the Logici- 
ans call idle, and inſignificant. And amounts to no more, 
than that they, who have the Power of Ordination, have the 
Power of Ordination. And how far this proves, that Private 
Paſtors have the Power to Ordain, let the Hen of true Reliſh 
judge. | 
8 Bur if he means (which is more than his words ſignifie) 
by this Fragment, that it belongs to Perſons in Holy Or- 
ders to Ordain; it is allowed in Contradiſtinction to the 
Laity, who have no Power to Ordain to Eccleſiaſtical Ofices ; 
having had never any ſuch Power committed to them by 
Chriſt, or His Apoſiles. As in Civil Societies no Private 
Men can make a Magiſtrate ; no more can They in Religi- 
ous Societies Ordain a Miniſter. | 

Secondly, It is true, that this Power belongs only to Such, 
as are in Orders indefinitely, that is, to ſome that are in Or- 
ders; to that Particular Order, to whom the Apoſtles com- 
mitted it; not to All in Orders, not preciſely to Presbyters, 
or Private Paſtors; not in any Senſe to Deacons, who are as 
much an Order, as any Others, th6 the Loweſt Degree of 
Ordained Officers. As in all Civil Societies, it belongs to 
the Supreme Magiſtrate, or Magiſtrates, ro Commiſſion, or 
Conſtitute Inferior Magiſtrates: So is it in the Church. 
They, in whom Chriſt and His Apoſtles lodged the Supreme 
Power, are to Ordain all Subordinate Officers and Miniſters, 
But Private Paſtors are not the Supreme Magi/trates, or OH- 
cers in the Church, as I ſhall hereafter ſhew. 5 

| Nay 
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Nay when F. B. comes to the Point, he is forced out of 
mere Conſciouſneſs of the weakneſs of his Cauſe, to mince 
the matter. And only ſays, pag. 424. that bis Scriptural 
' Biſhops, or Paſtors were employed in that Service, not the 
Principal Ordainers. And if They were only Employed, fo 
might ſeveral Others. If this be all he means by Zzvefting 
Others in the ſame Ofce If this be all he contends for, as 
the Inſeparable Branch of his Biſhops Office ; it is very conſo- 
nant to the Rule and Practice of our Church, which ap- 
points Presbyters, or Paſtors to lay theirtlands with the Biſhop, 
on the Ordained Perſon. | 
But how docs he prove, that in the Apoſtolick Ape, 
they were ſo much as employed in that Service? Why, on- 
ly by a Single Text, which rightly underſtood, proves no 
fuch thing, and even, as abſurdly interpreted by him. It is 
(1 im. 4. 14.) The words are theſe, Neglect not the gift, 
that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the lay- 
ing on of the hands of the Presbytery. Timothy is the Perſon 
here ſpoken to, and by the Gt, which was in him, or 
conferred upon him, Mr. B. underftands ſome extraordixa- 
ry Gift, not any Ecclefaſtical Ofice; but that the laying on of 
Hands refers to his Ordination to Office. But this, by a 
way of Criticiſing, peculiar ro himſelf, contrary to all pro- 
priety of Speech and Grammar. Which refers the laying on 
of Hands to Gift, as the means or Inftrument, whereby the 
Gift, whatever it was, was given or conveyed to Timothy. 
According to a preceding Propheſie, which probably was, 
that he ſhould be an eminent Servant of God, a great Pro- 
moter of the true Religion. Should One lay, He gave me 
this Volum of Sermons with his own hands; and another 
ſtanding by, out of a perveric, contentious Humour, ſay, 
that with his own Hands does not refer to the act of Giving, 
but to ſome other thing, of which there was not the leaſt 
mention made: What could One ſay to fuch a Perſon? But 


that his Underſtanding was ſtrangely deſective, or his Will 
: very 
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very perverſe ; or at leaſt, that he did not underſtand the 

common Forms of Speech, and Conſtruction of words. 
Bur if the laying on of Hands does, and mult refer to the 

Gift given to7imothy thereby; And if (as Mr. B. aſfirms) by 


theft is meant ſome extraordinaryGift, not his Office: Then 


this Text is nothing to his purpoſe. The /aying on of Hand; 
not referring ro the Right of Ordination, but the common 
Form of Bleſſing, or conferring ſome Spiritual Gift. As when 
the Holy Ghoſt was given by the /aying on of the Hand, of 
the Apoſtles, and which the Ordinary Paſtors had no ſhare in, 
as Mr. B. allows. So skilfully does he deſtroy his own Ar- 
gument. 

But allow him for once, that the laying on of Hands of 
the Presbytery, here refers to Timothies Ordination; (tho he 
denies that the Gift given him, was his Ofice, which I be- 
lieve it was, and which the Context proves, as well as St. 
Pauls expreſs Affirmation, much in the ſame words, 2 Ep. 
Zim. 1.6.) How will he hence prove, that Private Paſtors 
have a Power to Ordain, or were ſo much as employed a- 
bout TJimothies Ordination? Why, by thePresbytery, lays he, 
is meant the Bench of Elders,or Private Paſtors, who laid their 
Hands on Timothy. This he takes for granted, but moſt 
precariouſly. For let him produce anyone place in the whole 
Bible, where Presbytery ſignifies a Bench of ſuchPrivatePaſtors, 
or let him ſhew of what Particular Church was this Claſs of 
Presbyters, and] will give up the Cauſe. Beſides it is abſurd - 
to ſuppoſe Timothy was Ordained by ſuch a Presbytery, either 
to the Office of an Evangeliſt, or Apoſtle, or Biſhop with the 
ordinary Apoſtolick Power over the Church of Epheſus, and 
the adjacent Parts of Aa. Becauſe theſe were Officers far 
Superior to that of a Private Paſtor, or Scriptural Biſhop, as 
he calls him. But no Inferior Officer, or Officers can confer 
a Power Superior to what they have. Hence St. Chryſaſtome, 
and ſeveral Others of the Ancients, underſtood by thePre/- 
bytery in this place, the College (or a certain Number) hs 

the 
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Apoſtles, who aſſiſted St. Paul at the Ordination of 7imothy: 
But whoever might have aſſiſted St. Paul at that Ordination, 
tis certain, He takes it wholly upon himſelf, as done by 
his own Hands and Authority, 2 Epiſt. Tim. 1. 6. | 

And that which renders this more probable, is, that che 
word ng«efvlieuor, here rendred Presbytery, docs not only ſig- 
nific a Bench, or Company of Presbyters, or Apoſtles ; a Claſs of 
Governours, Whether Eccleftoſtical or Civil: But alſo the Dig- 
nity, or Office of Such, or the Authority, by which they act. 
As in the Hiſtory of Suſanna, vetſ. 50. where it is ſaid, the 
People being perſuaded by Daniel, returned in haſte to the place 
of judgment, and the Elders, or Presbyters perceiving in him 
an extraordinarySpirit of Diſcernment, ſaid unto him, Come, 
fit down among us, ſeeing God has given thee vd tec giſteus the 
honour, i. e. the Capacity & Authority of an Elder, or Pres- 
byter. In this Senſe is the word alſo uſed by Foſephus, 2 Lib. 
cont. Ap. Where he ſays, the Tounger were not only obliged to 
honour their Parents, but likewiſe Al, that were in Authority 
over them, r «5 Tpebulecix Truly xu. 

And therefore many take the word in this Senſe in this 
place; and even Calvin himſelf, and as we have reaſon ro 
believe upon mature Conſideration ; at firſt he favoured it 
in his Comment on this place, but afterwards prefers it, 
as the better, Iuſtit. I. 4. cap. 3. And ſo Scultetus alſo in 
his Comment thereon. And in many ancient Tranſlations 
of the Bible, not only in other Languages, but alſo in Engliſh, 
the word is rendered to this Senſe. So in Wicklefs Trani- 
lation, with putting on of the Hands of Prieſthood. So in the 
Rhemiſh Tranflation, with Impoſition, or laying on of the Handi 
of Prieſthood, And with the laying on the Hands by the Au- 
thority of the Prieſthood, or Presbyterſhip, i. e. the Apoſto- 
lick Authority, in the Old Exgliſb Bible, London, Printed, 15 40. 
For if Mr. B. had conſidered, that Prieſt is only an Ab- 
breviation or Corruption of the word Presbyter, as Etymo- 


logiſts would eaſily have informed him, he would not have 
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fallen out fo unmereifully with Us, as he does in the 4p. 

dix, for making uſe of it, as if it were proper only to the 
Heatheniſh, or Fewiſh Prieſts ; Whereas it properly ſignifies a 
Preslyter, and is only abuſively applied rs the other. 

Now, if according to ſo good Authority, we take the 
word in this Senſe, then it exactly agrees with what St. Paul 
ſays of his Ordaining Timothy. For St. Paul being an Apoſtle, 
or Eminent Presbyter, Whoſoever was Ordained by Him, was 
truly Ordained by thePresbyterſhip,or ApaſtolickAuthority. And 
then what becomes of Mr. B's. Presbytety, or Ciaß of Pri- 
vate Paſtors > And how will this Text prove, Thar They 
were ſo much as employed in Ordaining Timothy > And in- 
deed, (and as I have ſhewn)it is abſurd bey ſhould. So that 
nothing is more groundlels, and precatious, and I may 
add falſe, than What J. B. confidently affirms, pag. 435. 
namely that the Presbytery, either alone of in concurrence with 
the Apoſtle Paul, laid their Hands on Timothy. 

Well! but if this Text wont do hisBuſineſs, he has another 
ſuccidaneous one to help it out, if it be pollible, 7ha,lays he, 
is not the only Evidence (which is certainly very little) of Or- 
dinary Miniſters being concerned in this Solemnity : For we read 
of Teachers, as well as Prophets concurring to ſet apart Paul 
and Barnabas. (Ads x3. 1.) But what then? What is this 
to Ordinary paſtors? Does not the Text give us plainly to 
underſtand, Thoſe were Extraordinary Perſons, and no Or- 
dinary Minifters of the Church in Antioch 2 Paul and Barna- 
has were Themſelves of their Number. But will any 
One ſay, Theſe were Ordinary Miniſters of the Church in 
Antioch 2 The latter was of Cyprus, who upon his Conver- 
ſion ſold his Eſtate, and laid it at the Apoſtles feet, and be- 
came a conſtant Attender of the Apoſtles, or rather One of 
Them. He was ſent by them to Amioch, when Tidings were 
brought Them of the Converſion of ſeveral Grecians there, to 
confirm them: Being, it is ſaid, a Good Man, and Full of the 
Holy Ghoſt, (Chap. 11. verl. 24.) Thither he * 
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Saul from Tarſus, verſ. 26. And neither of Them had been 
at Antioch above a Year, when they were ſent to Feruſalem 
with Alms: And upon their Return ro Antioch, were ſepa- 
cared to go and Preach to the Gentiles in that manner, as is 
related Chap. 13. The other Extraordinary Perſons there 
mentioned, who were preſent on this occaſion, were Sine- 
ox called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrexe, and therefore no 0rdi- 
ngryMiniſter of Artiach, and Manaey, which had been brought 
up at Court with Herod = Terrarch, and therefore proba- 
bly no Reſident of Autioch. Theſe are the Perſons, who ate 
commanded immediately by che Holy Ghoſt, after an ex- 
traordinary manner, to ſeparate Paul & Barnabas from their 
Society or Company, and diſmiſs them upon a ſpecial Service. 
And they did ſo in a very ſolemn manner, with Faſting aud 
Proer, aud laying on of Hands ; a common Form of Bene- 

iction. 

ad as Theſe were no Ordinary Mipiſters, Mr. B. allows 
this was no Ordinary Ordination. (For indeed it would ſeem 
very ſtrange, ſhould Ordinary Miniſters, or Paſtors Re-ordain 
Apoſtles to an Order, far Superior to Themſelves : Oneof 
whom was immediately Commiſſioned by Chriſt himſelf 
after an extraordinary manner ; and the Other by the Apo- 
ſtles) tho' de not think, lays he, this was, in ſtridt Senſe, a 


Ordaining them to the Apoſtalick Office, (but if not, why does 
he —— 2 Ordination, to be in Ordi- 
nary Miniſters = it? ) yet it was a Separation of them to a 
ſpecial and eminent Service in the exerciſe of their Miniſtry. 
Well! what then? See what a ſhrew'd Inference follows. 
And thoſe that were empowered to ſend them forth in thu ſolemn 
manner, to ſuch a Wark, could not want a Power toOrdain any 
Others to the Office of an Ordinary Paſtor, or Teacher, which 
Themſelves were inveſted in. Where he takes it for granted, 
that They, who were commanded to Separate Paul and 
Barnabas, were Ordinary Miniſters of Antioch. Which it is 
plain, as I have ſhewn hom the Context, They were 2 
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And therefore he cannot conclude any thing from theirPrac- 
t ice, in favour of Ordinary Paſtors. IN 8 
And ſuppoſe They had been Ordinary Miniſters, yet it is 

plain, They had an Extraordinary Commiſſion from the Holy 

Ghoſt, to do what They did, and did not do it in virtue - 
of their Ordinary Commiſſion. And therefore F. B. cannor 
conclude any thing- in favour of Ordinary Miniſters, from 
what They did in virtue of an Extraordinary Mandate upon 
a {pecial Occaſion. If their Ordinary Commiſſion did not ex- 
tend to Acts of this nature, it receives no Additional Pow- 
er from any Special Commiſſion to ſome of them, and upon 
an extraordinary Occaſion. Mr B. in reafoning thus,only 
amuſes his Hearers, and ſhews rather what he would have 
True, and what he would have Others believe True, than 
what really is ſo. Let him prove ditectly, if he can, That 
Ordinary Miniſters, or Paſtors bad ſuch a Power given them, or 
that i» any one ordinary Inſtance They tony, it. But thus 

to confound Ordinary and ExtraordinaryPower, and to con- 
clude of One what belongs to the Orher, is very bad Reaſo- 
ning, to ſay no worſe of it. In a word. When Men teceive 
an Extraordinary Commiſſion, to do a Special Act, tis a plain 
ſign, they could not do it by their Ordinary Power. And 
therefore if on the contrary we may reckon (as Mr. B. ſays, 
we may) very juſtly the Power of giving ſuch an Ordinary Milli- 
on to Ordinary Officers in the Church, to belong to Ordinary 
Miniſters, ſuch as hu Elders, or Scriptural Biſhops : I ſay, 
this is as unſafe and impertinent, as for a Man to reckon 
wichout his Hoſt. But this Argument put in plain 
light, amounts juſt to thus much. Becaufe rhe Prophets 
and Teachers at Antioch, (let them be Ordinary or Ex- 
traordinary Elders,) did, purtuant to the immediate Com- 
mand of the Holy Ghoſt, ſeparate and diſmiſs from theit 
Society Paul and Barnabas, who were Ordained long before, 
to go and Preach to the Gentiles : Therefore Ordinary Mini- 
fers, or Paſtors, or Teachers have an Ordinary Power to Ordain 
Others, Having 
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Having thus far Examined his Fragment of Latin, and 
his Texts, let us conſider what ſpecial Arguments, he brings 
from the nature of the Thing, (of the Right of Ordination) 
to prove that it belongs to Ordinary Teachers, or Paſtors. The 
Reaſonableneſs of this Suppoſition, (lays he) i very obvious, 
(in the ſublime Style) for {nce all the Ordainers have to do, i 
the Deſignation of the Perſon, whom Chriſt has qualified for the 
Office, and called to it; and theSolemn Inveſtiture of him in it. 
Why ſhould not Thoſe, that are already Dignified with the Of- 
fice, and are capable Fudges of the Charatters, that ſhould qua- 
lifie him for it, be as capable of Miniſterialy Inveſting him in 
it. Now ſetting aſide the Ridiculous Contradictions and 
Abſurdities, that are here jumbled togerher, (and of which I 
have already taken Notice) the Sum of all is, Why ſhould 
ot Presbyters ordain Presbyters > I ask why They ſhould 2 
Why main't Deacons ordain Deacons as well? Why ſhould 
not Inferior Magiſtrates in Civil Societies Ordain, or Com- 
miſion one another? Why ſhould not Conſtables as well 
make Conſtables, and Juſtices of the Peace commiſſion Juſti- 
ces of the Peace? Bur to purſue his Queries; N ſhould: 
not the ſame Commiſſion, that empowers them to Preach the 
Goſpel, empower them alſo to commit the Doctrine they Preach 
to faithful Mew, or to Ordain others? Why, for this very 
plain Reaſon. Becauſe they have a Commiſſion toPreach, which 
does not extend to the Ordaining Others. Laſtly, ſays he, if 
the Apoſtles Commiſſion (Math. 28. 19, 20.) empowered them 
to Ordain Others, (and for which, there are more expreſs 
Texts than this, ) it does. alſo Empower all thoſe Ordaiued 
Paſtors to do it, with whom Chriſt has promiſed his Preſence 
to the End of the World. But hold Mr. B. you conclude too 
much; it does not Empowerall OrdinaryPaſtors in theChurch 
to Ordain Others; but onlyThoſe, ro whom the Apoſtles com- 
mitted that Truſt, that ordinary Branch of their Jurisdicti- 
on and Power. And 1o much for his Strong Reatons. 


But 
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But altho' the Arguments produced by Mr, B. do not in 
the leaſt degree prove, That it belongs to a Private Paſtor, 
or Presbyter, to Ordain others to the ſame Office; yet does it 
not neceſſarily follow, that ſuch a Power does not belong to 
them,or that chey never exerciſed it. Becauſe there may be 
many more, better and ſtronger Arguments for it, which per- 
haps never reached F. B's Underſtanding. The weaknels of 
his Arguments may proceed from the weakneſs of his Judg- 
ment. This may be pleaded by thoſe, whoſe Affection for 
the Caule, may poſſibly exceed their Opinion of Mr. B's. Abi- 
ties. For my part, I think he has produced the beſt, which 
could be got for Love or Mony, or borrowed from theScriptures; 
or from any more private Authors, and more favourable 
to the Cauſe. Tho not altogether ot ſo good Authority. 

Beſides the Matter in Diſpute is of ſuch a nature, as does 
not require any extraordinary Invention, ar Acutenels of 
Parts ro manage. We cannot ſo certainly determine by Rea- 
ton, what the Bounds and Limits of any Particular Office 
are, nor what the Special Branches and Acts at it, as ſrom 
the expreſs Words of their Commiſſion, who were Firſt inſti- 
tuted to it, and their uſual Practiſe purſuant to that Commiſ- 
fion ; and which is the beſt Comment thereon. So that if in 
the Firſt Inſtitution of the aftoral Office, there ate no Words, 
which expreſs, or ſo much as implyrhis Power, as there is not; 
And if the whole New Teſtament, and the Subſequent Hiſto- 

of the Church for at leaſt 1500 Years, do not furniſh us 
with any One Inſtance of Private Preshyters Exerciſing ſuch a 
Power, with the Approbation of the Church: We have, I think, 
abundant Reaſon to believe, this was no Branch of their OHice. 

This One Negative Argument is to me equal to a De- 
monſtration; That in none of the Epiſtles writ by St. Paul 
to particular Churches, or by any other Apoſtle, (and which 
were deſigned for the Uſe and Direction of the Paſtors, as 
well as of their Flocts, tho they ate not every where exprel- 
ly mentioned, for without them the Flocks could not pro- 


perly 
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perly be called a Charch) is there the leaſt Intimation given 
them how to proceed in their Ordinations, whom they ſhould 
Ordain, or whomReje#, or Depoſe. Which certainly are ve- 
ry material Points, and ſuch as they muſt have had frequent 
Occaſion to treat of; had their particular Churches then, or 
their Ordinary Paſtors been entruſted with any ſuch Power. 
Whereas this is the principal Subject of the Epiſtles to Ti- 
wothy, and Titus, and of Chriſts own Epiſtle to the Angels 
of the Seven Churches, (Rev. 1. 11. — Cc.) 

Upon the whole matter then, ſince it is ſo plain, that 
the Power of Ordination does not belong to Private Paſtors, 
or Ordinary Presbyters, whom Mr. B. calls Scriptaral Biſhops, 
ic muſt needs follow, that they have not, not ought to have 
the ſole Power of Church Government in their Hands : And that 
there is, and always was an Ordinary Power Superior to 
- theirs, not only in the Church in General, but over every 
Particular Church. | 


I. This Ordinary Power overParticular Churches, and Supe- 
rior to that of the Immediate Paſtors of the People, the Apo- 
files reſerved ro Themſelves, and conſtantly exercifed it for 
ſome Time. They alone Ordamed Presbyters, i. e. Biſhops 
and Deacons i» every Ciry, where They had made a com- 
petent Number of Converts. They only (as we read of) 
excommunicated and depoſed Prerhyters, as St. Paul did 
Hymenaus, and Philetus, and Alexander, 1 Tim. r.20, 2 
Tim. 2.17. 4. 14. And as St. John threatned to do by 
Diotreples, 3 Ep. 9. 10. They, laſtly, not only directed, 
bur preſcribed, and commanded Particular Churches, and 
their Rulers, or Paſtors, What to do in ſeveral Particulars. 
And delivered fuch general Rules and Precepts to them, as 
They and their Succeſſors were obliged carefully to obſetve 
to the End of the World. | 
. And indeed it we had not abundant Evidence, that the 

Apoſtles did in Fact reſerve in their own hands, and exer- 
ciſe 
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elſe this Ordinary Power over the Churches Converted by 
Them: Vet is there all the Reaſon in the world, why They 
ſhould have reſerved to Themſelves ſach a Port.. 
As Firſt, To have farther Opportunity to confirm Them 
in the Faith in general; fortifie Them againſt all Temptati- 
ons toApeſtacy ; and inſtru Them upon occaſion in ſeveral 
Material Points, and as They were capable of Receiving 
tuch Inſtructions. Which any one may obſerve, is the great 
Deſign of all che Epiſtles, and One may add, of the Firſt 
writing of the Goſpels. | WW 
And Secondly, As for theſe Purpoſes to maintain a con- 
ſtant Correſpondence with thoſe Churches So allo to Eſta- 
bliſh a Communion, and mutual Correſpondence between 
them, one with another, for the Preſervation of the Unity 
of the Chriſtian Faith. - 

And Thirdly, Becauſe, (as it may very well be ſuppoſed) 
there might not have been Perſons in thoſe NewReligious So- 
cieties, ſufficiently qualified for ſo great a Truſt, as theSole Iu- 
dependent Government of a Church, muſt be allowed to be. For 
thò the Apoſtles could not well, but Ordain & Appoint ſome Fer- 
ſons toPrefide in Religious Aſſemblies, and Celebrate Divine Mor- 
ſhip, Adminiſter the Sacraments, Iuſtruct them in the ordina- 
ry Duties of Religion, and Admoniſh and Cenſure the Unruly : 
Yet were They under no immediate Neceſſity to commit 
the full and ſole Government in all Caſes, into their hands; as 
of Ordaining Others to the ſame Office, or Depoſiug each other. 
It was proper in the ordinary courſe of things, that the 4- 
poſtles ſhould have conſiderable Proof and Experience of the 
Prudence, Fidelity, and Capacity of Such, as they commit- 
ted ſuch a Power to. 

2. It is no leſs Evident from the Holy Scriptures, and 
the Writings of thoſe, who converſed with the Apoſtles, 
and immediately ſucceeded Them, that when They had 
extended their Spiricual Conqueſts all over the known 
World: And Particular Churches were grown ſo N eons, 

an 
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and Remote from each other, that a Few Apoſtles could not 
® anſwer all the Ends of Government ; (for St. Paul complain d 

ſome Time before, that the Care of the Churches lay heavy 

upon him, 2 Cor. 11. 28.) when their Number alſo was 

conſiderably leſſened by Perſecutions and Mortality; and 

They foreſaw their Departure out of the World was at hand; 

and laſtly, when the Seeds of Hereſies and Schiſms were 

ſown among Chriſtians, and the Ordinary Paſtors, or Presby-- NE 

ters in particular Churches began to be obnoxious, and could 

not agree amongſt Themſelves ; but made it neceſſary, That 

Some, inveſted with Apoſtolick Authority, ſhould be amongſt 

them: Then it was They committed that Power, which 

They had received from Chrif, to Others, according to His 

Directions; to Such as had been trained up for ſome time 

under them, who had been Sharers and Partners with them 

in their Dangers and Labours, and of whoſe Ability and 

Fidelity They had ſufficient Proof. But this was not done 

in an Inſtant, but gradually, in ſomeChurches ſooner, in o- 

thers latter, as They ſaw occaſion. So St. Paul committed 

the Supreme Government of the Church of Epheſus, and of 

a conſiderable Part of the Leſſer Alia, which he had Conver- 

ted, to Timothy. So he committed the Government of Creer, 

to Titus, And before this, as ſeems very probable, of Phi- 

lippi, to Epaphroditus, whom St. Paul calls their Apoſtle, his 

Brother, and Companion in Labour, and Fellow-Soldier : The 

fame Titles and Appellations he uſually gives Timothy, and 

Others of the flame Order, Phil. 2.25. and 1 Tim. 4. 6. 

Ol the ſame Order, tis probable, was Epaphras amongſt 

the Colofians, whom alto St. Paul calls his Felow-Servant, 

and Deacon ( or Servant) of Chriſt, (as he ſtiled Himſelf and 

Timothy) and who was faithful in bu Office, with reſpect to 

Them, or as their Repreſentative, or Apoſtle. _ 

Such James of Jeruſalem without doubt. Such Androni- 

cus and Funius, who were of Note amongſt (or in the Qrder and 
Clas of) the Apoſtles, CO. 18, 7.) Tho we are not _ | 

| | W 


| 
| 
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what their Sees were, or whether they had any. Such were 
St. Mark at Alexandria, if we may believe the Writers of © 
the Succeeding Ages ; and Linus, and Clemens at Rome. In 
a word. Such the Angels of the Seven Churches of Aa, 
mentioned in the Reve/ations : Who have all the Characters 
of Single Perſons, and Supreme Governour s. And ſuch the Bi- 
Hops, ſo frequently mentioned by St. Ignatius, who himſelf 
was Biſhop of Antioch, and ſuffered Mazcyrdom about Eight 
Years after the Death of St. Fob». 

Theſe, and fuch Others, of whom the Writers of the 
FirſtAges of the Church do give us a more particular account, 
were the ordinary and immediate Succeſſors of the 4po/les, 
in that Power, which Chriſt, upon his Aſcenſion into Hea- 
ven, gave Them for the Erection and Government of His 
Church, till His Second Coming ; differing from Them only 
in ſome accidental Circumſtances; as in the way, how They 
came by this Power; the Perſons, about which They em- 
ployed ir; and the Abilities of both to execute ze. K 

For Firſt, The Apoſtles received their Commiſſion imme- 
diately from Chriſt Himſeff : Theſe from the Apoſtles, ac- 
cording to Chri/ts Inſtructions and Appointment. 

Secondly, The Perſons, about whom the Apoſtles did firſt 
employ this Power, were Enemies and Rebels, to whom 
They were as Miflionaries, Legats, or Embaſſadors to Pro- 
claim Mercy and Pardon from God, and declare upon what 
Terms He would admit them to Peace and Reconciliatien : 
(whence They were called Apoſtles, Nuncios, or Meſſengers) 
And when this was done, to form Such, as returned to 
their Duty and Allegiance to God, and accepred of the 
Terms propoſed from Him, into Religious Societies; for the 
better Performance of their Duty, and Celebration of Di- 
vine Honour and Worſhip : And laſtly, to Govern them, as 


they had Leaſure and Opportunity; and lay down ſuch 
Fundamental Laws, and Rules, as Their Succeſſors ſhould 


obſcrve and follow in all Ages. 


r 
And therefore the Perſons, about whom theſe Succeſſors 
of the Apeſlles were primarily, and more directly to employ 
their Power, were Such, as were Converted to the Chriſi- 
an Faith, and formed into Societies by the Apoſtles; whence 
They were called Biſhops, and not 4poſtles : Their Buſineſs 
being chiefly to everſee and govern in thoſe Societies, or par- 
ticular Churches; and but accidentaly or ſecundarily to con- 
vert Others, as fidels happened to lie within their refpec- 
tive Governments. Yer Theſe alſo at Firſt, and in the A- 
poſtolick Age, were called Apeſtles, (ſee Rom. 16.7. 2 Cor. 
8. 23. Phil. 2.25.) and alſo Angels, a Name ſignifying 
much what the word Apoſtle did, namely a Meſſenger, or 
Embaſſadour. So the Biſhops, or Governours of the Seven 
Churches of Aſa, were by St. Jobs called Angels; as be- 
ing in effect the Guardian Angels, and Preſidents of thoſe 
Churches; and Depured, or Commiſſioned by Chriſt, as Such. 
(Rev. 1. 20. &c.) And indeed, a great part of the Buſineſs 
of thoſe Firſt Biſhops was, to act as Embaſſadours and Le- 
gates Within the Precincts of their Churches, and emplo 
_ themſelves in Converting Iyfidels. Whence St. Paul di 
and admoniſhes 7imothy to do the work of an Evangeliſt, as 
well as of a Biſhop. _ 1 
And hence ariſes another circumſtantial Difference be- 
tween the Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors the Bifhops, viz. 
That the Latter were limited in the Exerciſe of their Power, 
within the Precincts of their reſpective Churches and Dioce- 
ſes. It being neceſſary, that All, whoſe Oce it is to govern, 
ſhould be ſo limited, and have a certain Sphere or Province 
let out to Them, and ſuch as They might be able to govern. 
Becauſe no one can be in _ Places at once, or exercite 
his Power at a conſiderable diſtance, Whereas the Firſt and 
Principal Buſineſs of the Former, being to Publifh and make 
known to Men the Terms of Salvation, without Diſtinction, 
lo alſo without Limitation ; (except for ſome Time to the 
Nation, and People of theFews) as the nature of their Buſi- 
12 ; nels 
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neſs required. They were in perpetual Motion, paſſing from 
one place to another, and carrying the glad Tidings of Sal- 
vation to ſuch as lat in Darkneis and Ignorance. And this 
is a Work in nature prior co that of Governing. For wholoe- 
ver would ere a Kingdom, mult firſt Conquer, and make 
Subjects, before he can give Laws to them, or govern them. 
Bur as to the Exercile of the Governing part of their Office, 
They did, by an explicit or preſum'd Agreement, limit 
Themſelves, each One forbcaring to make uſe of 17 in 


| Churches Converted by Others. And had They lived to 


have finiſhed their Spiritual Conqueſts, and planted the 
Goſpel all over the World, which was their Firſt Buſinels : 
They would afterwards have nothing to do, but apply Them- 
ſelves to the Governing part; and to this purpole muſt have 
reſided in ſome one Place or other, and within ſome certain 
Province or Diſtrict, where They might Perſonally exerciſe 
their Authority. As Warriors and Conquerors, having ſub- 
ducd All that oppoſe them; apply Themſelves to govern, 
and give Laws tothe Conquered. And They, who tucceed 
Them in any Part of their Dominions, are called their Suc- 
ceſſors, and poſlets the ſame Power, They had, thò they 
have no occaſion to exerciſe zt in the ſame manner. 

Thirdly, The different Abilities of the Apoſtles, and their 
Succeſſors, to execute the ſame Power, made no ſmall diffe- 
zence between Them. The Work of the Former ſurpaſs'd Hu- 
mane Strength; and therefore to go through with it, They 
were aſſiſted by the Hol) Ghoſt in an extraordinary man- 
ner: They were by Him guided into all Truth, and ena- 
bled to ſpake ſtrange Languages, and do other Miraclcs. 
But to Rule and Govern Churches planted and conſtituted by 
Them, and according to Laws and Rules preſcribed by 
them in ſuch a way, as was molt ſuitable to the Order of 
Divine Providence in the Government of this World, requi- 
red no ſuch extraordinary Aſliſtance, and was no more than 
Men of Eidelity with ordinary Abilities, and the ordinary 

Influence 
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Influence of the Divine Spirit, were ſufficient ſor. Hence 
the Laws and Injunctions of the Former are always Oblig- 
ing, as well to Thoſe, who ſucceed them in the Government 
of the Chnrch, as to Thoſe under their Government: (As the 
Fundamental Laws of a Common-Wealth, or of the Prime 
Legiſlators, do equaly bind both the Magiſtrates, their 
Succeſlors, and the People) But the Laws & Conſtitutions 
of their Succeſlors bind only their Reſpective Flocks ; and 
no further than they are agreeable to the Genius of the Goſ- 
pel, and the general Precepts of the Apoſtles. | 
Hence allo, The Apoſtles acted ſeparately, and exer- 
ted their Authority without the Aſſiſtance, or Adviſe of O- 
thers; Ordained, Excommunicated, Depoſed, as They thought 
fit, being always under the immediate Direction of the Ho- 
ly Spirit in ſuch Matters. But their Succeſlors are to obſerve 
in theſe, and other Parts of their Ofice, ſuch Rules as the 
Apaſtles thought fir to give them. And whether by Precept, 
or Cuſtom, or Condelcention, or Modeſty at firſt, did no- 
thing of Moment withour the Approbation, or Adviſe of 
their Presbyters, and alſo conſulting the People in manyCa- 
ſes: Having only the ordinary Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, which 
did not Secure or Exempt them from the Natural or Moral 
Infirmities of Error, and Parciality, Sc. Which made the 
Council and Aſſiſtance of Others more Neceſlary to them. 


Well! But What ſays J. B. to all this Why, ſays he, 
with an Air of Modeſty peculiar to himſelf, and a ſingular 
Felicity of Refuting & Diſguiling Matters of Fact, he would 
not have believed, th6 never ſo well atteited, I know indeed, 
(for who dare queſtion the extent of his Knowledge) that 
it u confidently pretended, That the Apoſtle Paul aſigned to Ti- 
mothy and Titus, ſuch a Superintendency and Care (and he 
might have added Authority) over many Churches, (mean- 
ing Pariſhes and Congregations) as Dioceſan Biſhops now 
claim; (and have done ſo with very good Reaſon, ſince the 


Deccale of the Apoſties) that Fle entruſted the ſole Power of 
Ordination 


| 
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Ordination with Them, (and who can doubt of this, who 
reads and underſtands St. Paul's Epiſtles to them) and that 
Dioceſan Biſhops are their only Succeſſors in this Power ; (and 
defie F. B. to prove the contrary) and conſequently that the 
fole Power of Church Government, as was ordinarily in Ti- 
mothy and Titus, and Ordination, is entailed on, and continu- 
ed to Them and Their Sacceſſors. (tho this is rather the thing 
aſſerted, than the Conſequence of it) And n Presbyrer, a 
fach, can lay claim to either, their Ordination being, ſay Some, 


(and with very good Reaſon) wholy nul and invalid, (as 


are all the- Acts of Thoſe, who do what they have no Au- 
thority to do) or as Others ſay, groſly Irregular and Un- 

warrantable ; (which they muſt needs be, when done with- 
out ſufficient Authority) and their Adds of Church-Govern- 
ment (further than belongs to their Office) an Uſ/urpation of 


4 Power, that does not belong to them. And like that of Corah, 


and his Collegues. But much worſe in thoſe, who only pre- 
tend to the Name of Presbyters, being not lawfully called to 
the Office. For Corah, and his Brethren were Levites, and their 


Crime was, that they would have uſurped a Superior Order. 


But what does he ſug geſt to all this? Ar leaſt Three Parti- 
culars by way of Anſwer, and as they, who know not what 
to anſwer to plain Matters of Fact, ſniſting the Queſtion, or 
beating about the Buſh with ſome general Flouriſhes. | 
_ Firſt, *7is granted, ſays he, That the Apoſtles did exerciſe 
a general Superintendency and Care (no Authority or Govern- 
ment. For ths, he ſays, and which I ſhall take Notice of b 
and by, theApoſtles extirely committed to the PrivatePaſtors) 
over all the Churches, they had planted, and that the Evange- 
liſts were employed by them, as their Aſſiſtants therein, 3. e. 
in their Care, not Government. So that St. Paul, and the 


- other Apoſtles, tho They had a mighty Concern for the Wel- 


fare of Chriſtian People, and writ many Epiſtles to Such, 
as had been Converted by Them, directing them what to 
do, and how to comport themſelves in their New State; 
and 
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and ſent Perſons to exerciſe Authority over them, as 77ms- 
thy, &c. Vet all this was only by way of Direction, to 
ſhew their Affection and Concern for them, not in the leaſt. 
to Command or Oblige them poſitively by what they ſaid,. 
or did. This is W—4f—— Divinity, or rather Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Polity, 

Secondly, There is no: Evidence from the Holy gcriptures, 
of their having left amy to Succeed them in this general Super- 
intendency and Care. None ever pretended they did. No Dio- - 
ceſan Biſhops ever pretended to it, as he obſerves, bur his 
Scriptural Biſhops, if they be ſuch, as he deſcribes them, 
They pretend to much more, to Authority, and a Right of 
Governing: Which is much more than a mere Superintenden- 
cy and Care. So that ſhould the Apoſtles have pretended to 
Ordain, or exerciſe any Act of Power in their Churches, They 
would have cried out immediately, that their Right was in- 
vade. Nor do any Diocelan Biſhops pretend to 2 any ſuch 
Unfixed Officers, (thò he has obſerved, They don't conſtant- 
ly Reſide, as Fixed Officers) as tbe Evangeliſts were, before 
they were Fixed Apoſtles, or as Such, had taken the Care of 
any Particular Diſtrict, and as they continued, with reſpect 
to Infidels. | 

And then he tells us over again what he knows, and en- 
deavours to make it out, by a miſerable confus'd Journal. 
of the Travels of 7imothy and Titus, with, and without St. 
Paul, as they are related in the As, that They never mere 
Fixed Biſhops, er Apoſtles. To all which, I ſhall return a 

Diſtin& Anſwer in theſe ſeveral Particulars. 
Firſt, 1 allow that Timothy & Titus were only Evangeliſts. 
for ſeveral Years of their Miniſtry, and while they accompa- 
nied St. Paul; and I may add, as to the Time, when the 
Acts were writ: Noris it pretended, that They were or- 
dained Biſhops, or Apoſtles, till ſome time after, IF 

Secondly, But Their having been Evangeliſts for ſome Time, 
does not hinder, but They might afterwards have been 4- 

- | heſtles, 
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paſties, or Biſhops. And indeed They were the fitteſt Per- 
ſons to Succeed the Apoſtles in their Mice, as having ſpent 
' moſt of their Time amongſt Them, and under Them, in che 
Service of the Church ; and thercfore as it. may well be 
preſumed, were better qualified to Govern it than Others. 
Nor is it improbable, that Thoſe, who were Ordained, or 
Defigned Biſhops of Particular Churches, did for ſome Time 
attend upon the Apoſtles, to be better inſtructed in their 
Offee. Beſides it was uſual, as the Apoſtles faw fir, to fix 
them Officers in Particular Churches. So Philip and Stephen, 
with the reſt of the Seven Deacons, who were Evangeliſts, 
and probably of the Seventy Diſciples, were fixed Deacons 
in the Church of Jeraſalem. As Timothy and Titus, were Fix- 

ed Biſhops, or Apoſtles in Epheſus and Creet ; and very pro- 
bably, many Ochers elſewhere. 
_ Thirdly, As mere Evangeliſts, They had no Authority over 
. Particular Churches, or the Ordinary Officers therein. They 
were only as Deacons to the Apoſtles in the Church at large, 
and acted by their Direction and Appointment, as the 4. 

poſtles were to Chriſt while on Earth, and acted always as 
Directed and Inſtructed by Him. Hence it is, that after the 
Apoftles Death, we hear no more of this Sort of Offcers. 
Their Place was ſupplied by thePresbyters and Deacons in e- 
very Church, or Province; as the Place of the Apoſtles was 
by their Succeſſors the Biſhops. Who were to Convert as 
many Infidels, as they could from time to time within their 
Diſtricts, either by Themſelves, or their Presbyters and De- 
acons, and to ere other Sees, where they made any conſi- 
derable Spiritual Conquelts. GEENA 
PFrourtliy⸗, When They were thus Fixed and Conſtituted 

Apoſtles or Biſhops, with Authority or Jurisdiction over Par- 


ticular Churches, They did not ceaſe or give over the Buſineſs - 


of an Evangeliſt, which was always Contained or Implicd 
in every Fixed Office. So Fhilip and Stephen Preached and 


Baptized wichout the Limits of their Deaconſhip. Hence St. 
| Paul 


(73) 
Paul charges7imothy to do the work of an Evangeliſt, (2Tim. 
.5.) i. e. not ſoentirely to apply himſelf to the Buſineſs 
of his Epiſcopal Office, as to neglect that of an Evangeliſt : 
But be as Induſtrious to oppoſe Gain-ſayers, and propagate 
the Truth; as to edifie and govern thoſe, who were altea- 
dy Converted. ne | | 
Fifthly, Tis allowed by F. B. that the Office of Evangeliſts 
was not confined to any particular Flock or Charge, pag. 417. 
But it is plain, when Timothy, and Titus were made Biſhops, 
or Apoſtles, they had their reſpective Diſtricts & Provinces 
aligned them, the former Epheſus, and the adjacent Parts 
ol the Leſſer Aſia; the latter the Iſle of Creet. 
 Sixthly, And whereas it is objected, that They were not 
xed, or did not abide there for Term of Life, or did not con- 
ſtantly reſide in their Reſpective Sees; this is nothing to 
the Ofice. It makes no Alteration in the Nature of any Of- 
fice, that the Perſon entruſted with ir, poſſeſſes and exe- 
cutes it for a longer or ſhorter Space. The Mice is the ſame, 
let the Officer either enjoy it for Life, or during Pleaſure, 
or only for a Year. No one ever complained, the Fewiſh 
Higb Prieſt Hood was altered, when it became Annual, or 
only during the Pleaſure of the Supreme Governour ; (asit 
was in our Sayiours Time, or for ſome Time before) ths 
in it's Firſt Inſtitution, it was for Term of Life. The Offce 
of an Higb Sheriff, or the Governour of a County is the ſame, 
whether it be for a Year, or only during Pleaſure, or for 
Term of Life. 85 | 
Therefore when, or where ever Timothy, and Titus might 
have Removed from their Sees, the Service of the Church re- 
quiring it; or how long ſoever They might have been No- 
Refident, it is no Argument againſt the Epiſcopal ce. Which 
as appears from the Deſign and Special Acts of it, and the 
Inſtructions ot St. Paul to each of them, reſpecting the due 
Execution of it, was an Ordinary ſtanding Office, and al- 
ways Neceflary in the Church. | 
K | „ 


(74) 

But aſter all, it does not appear from any thing alledg d 
by J. B. that Timothy and Titus were not fixed for Term of 
Life in their Reſpective Sees : Not from St. Pauls beſeeching 
Timothy to abide at Epheſus. (1 Tim. 1. 3.) Becaule Timo- 
thy might have been deſirous to ſee St. Paul, and attend him 
for ſome time longer; to be better inſtructed in the ſeveral 
Branches of his Qice, or for other Reaſons, which 7 B. 
knows nothing of. And He might have conſulted St. Paul 
in the Matter, with a Deſign to return to his Bi/boprick ; 
taking care of the Government of it in i Ablence. 

But truly the Words ſeem rather to relate to 7imothies 
Firſt Ordination to the See of Epheſws; and by the Con- 
text, ſeem to import, that as St. Paul had by much Per- 
{waſion prevailed on Him, to abide at Epheſus, and exerciſe 
the Ofice of an Apoſtle, or Biſhop there: So he thought fir, 
being abſent, to give Him the following Inſtructions, re- 
i{peing the faithful Diſcharge of it. Kadss; ragerdazon vs, c. 
An introductory Form of Speech, after the Salutation, in- 
timating the ground and occaſionof the following Inſtructi- 
ons, As I formerlyentreated you to take the charge of the Church 
of Epheſus, and abide there— So I think it proper more parti. 
calarly to direct you, how you ſhall behave your ſelf in the Houſe 
of God, and act, as becomes that ſacred Station, ch. 3. verſ 15. 

Nor Secondly, Is it any Reaſon againſt his being fixed Bi- 
op or Apeſtle there; That St. Paul ſome Two Years after, 
upon the proſpect of his own approaching Death, deſired 
Him to come to him to Rome Having a mind to fee him 
before his Death, and confer with him of Matters either of 
Private, or Publick Importance. 5 

When Ignatius was going Priſoner to Rome, from his See © 
of Antioch, many of the Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons of 
the Churches, not only in his Way, but at ſome conſidera- 
ble Diſtance, hearing thereof, came to him: Some to com 
fort him on his Way, Others to attend him to Rome. But 
will any One therefore ſay, They were not Fixed * 
oxPresbyters, or Deacons of thoſe Churches. or - 


. 
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Nor Thirdly, Is it any Objection againſt Titus's being Bi. 
ſhop of Creet, That St. Paul defired to meet him at Nicopolis 
ſome time after, (pag. 416.) Or that that he went upon ſome 
extrordinary Buſineſ to Dalmatia, (as is objected by J. B. 
pag. 431.) For is a Biſhop ſo tied up to Reſfdence, that he 
may not lawfully go a Journey out of his Diocels to viſit a 
Special Friend, ot do ſome conſiderable Publick Service. 

Shou'd the Lord Biſhop of London take a Voyage into Ame- 
rica, to Regulate the Churches of New- England, Virginia, &c. 
and Fix Biſhops, or Presbyters there; would it neceſſarily 
follow, That He was not Biſhop of London, tho he ſhould 
happen never to Return, or no mention ſhould be made 
of his Return? Theſe things happened ſome Four Years 
after the Things Recorded in the As of rhe Apoſtles, (which 
conclude with St. Pauls Firſt Impriſonement at Rome) and 
are only incidently mentioned in the Epiſtle to 77tzs, and 
the Second to7zmothy : Which in all probability are che Laſt 
writ by St. Paul; the former in his way to Rome, the Se- 
cond Time ; the latter from Rome, when he was a cloſe 
- Priſoner. So that rh6 Titus went into Dalmatia, he might 
in ſome ſhort time have Returned to Creet: As might Timo- 
thy to Epheſus, having viſited St. Paul in Priſon, or upon 
His Death, which happened ſoon after. 

But I might add, that the Firſt Biſhops were not ſo fixed, 
or limited to their Sees; but that as occaſion required, they 
might leave Them ſometimes to attend the Apaſtles on par- 
ticular Occaſions, and to plant other Churches, where they 
had occaſion : As Titus in Dalmatia, and Timothy to ſee St. 
Paul before his Death, and receive his laſt Inſtructions, re- 
ſpecting the Government of the Church; whether Providence 
permitted Them to return to their Reſpective Sees, or nor, 


The Third and Laſt thing ſuggeſted by J. B. againſt Dis- 
ceſan, or the ordinary fix d Epiſcopacy, or Supreme Order 
of Church Officers, is in effect, That, from the Firſt Planting 

5 | of 
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of the Chriſtian Religion, the entire Government of the 
Gburch, was committed to the Private Biſhops, or Paſtors in 
every Church, There i, ſays he, uo Evidence in the Holy 
Scriptures, of the Apoltles having left any Officers Superior to 
theſe Scriptural Biſhops I have deſcribed, entruſted with the 
fole Power of Church-Government over ſome Scores or Hux- 
dreds of Churches, (meaning Single Congregations) with the 
ole Power of Ordination within t hat Compaſs or Diſtrict. And. 
his Reaſon is, Becauſe ſuch a ſole Power of Church-Govern- 
ment, and Ordination, (which latter might have been well 

enough omitted, being a Parr of that ſole Power of Church- 
Government) neither the Apoſtles, nor Evangeliſts (meaning 
Timothy aud Titus) ever claimed or exer-:iſed Themſelves. 
Adding, That the Apoſtles were ſo far from claiming the (ole: 
Power of Church-Government Themſelves, over the Churches 
They planted, that They left the Elders, or Biſhops, They con- 
flituted there, entruſted with it, i. e. the ſole Power of. 
Church- Government, pag. 432, Oc. 

It is not eaſie to ſay, how many groſs Miſtakes he com- 
mits in theſe words, concerning, that Power, which he re- 
preſents us but very falſly, as aſcribing to the Apoſtles, and 
Thoſe we call their Succeſſors. And which He poſitively de- 
prives Them of; bur as poſitively lodges in his Scriptural 

Biſhops, or Private Paſtors. | | 
Firſt, He ſuppoles, That we aſcribe to the Apoſiles, and 
their Succeſlors, the ſole Power of Church Government. Which 
is a Miſtake, a Perſon of any ordinary Candor, who had 
conſidered, or. examined, what his Adverſaries held, 
could hardly be guilty oſ. For did we. believe, That the 4+ 
poſtles reſerved in their own hands, and after ſome time com- 
mitted to their Succeſſors the ſole Power of Church. Govern- 
ment, then muſt we allow None other capable of exerciſing 
any Eecleſiaſtical Office.” For whoever exerciſe any Eccleſtaſti- 
cal Oſice, mult do it in Virtue of fame Power, or Authority, 
they have in the Church. But we do allow Degcoss ome 
| * ower 
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Power in their Reſpective Churches, and Presbyters much 
more ; as to Teach, Adminiſter the Sacraments, and offer up 
the Publick Prayers of the People. Which are no inconſidera- 
ble Acts of Church-Government. For docs not the Power of 
the Keys chiefly conſiſt in admitting Perſons into the Church 
by Baptiſm,and excluding them from the Communion of Saints, 
by retuſing to admit them to the Lords Supper? And have 
not Presbyters a ſhare in our Ordinations? The Power then, 
which we allow the 4poltles, and their Succeſſors in Parti- 
cular Churches, is not the Sole, but Supreme Power. A Power 
to Conſtitute, Direct, and Govern Subordinate Officers, and 
All employed under Them in theService and Government of the 
Church. And ſuch a Power, tis very plain, the Apoſtles and 
their Succeſſots did conſtantly exerciſe. 

But Secondly, Tis not only this Supreme, but all Power 
in general, which J. B. denies Them in particular Churches, 
So chat of conſequence, thoſe Inſtances, I have given of 
their Ordaining, Cenſuring, and Excommunicating, mult ei- 
ther be Falſe, or mere Acts of Ulurpation and Tyranny in 
the Apoſtles, and inAll others, who have ever ſince pretended 
to do the like, except Private Paſtors, or Presbyters. For if 
theſe and ſuch like are the Principal Acts of Church-Govern- - 
ment, as indeed. they are; and it the Apoſtles did any ſuch. - 
things, as the Scriptures expreſly (ay They did: Then ei- 
ther muſt thoſe Relations be Falſe, or the Apo/t/es have done 
what did not belong to Them: Than which, there cannot 
be Two Things more impiouſly ſuggeſted, and derogating 3, 
more from the Divine Authority of Both. I hardly believe - 1 
J. B. meant theſe Things; and therefore hope, He will for | 
the future take care, that his Affection to a particular Opini- 
on, or Party, do not extort from Him ſuch unwary Expreſſions, 
and ſo Impious in their Conſequencies, as this is. 

But to expoſtulate this matter more particularly with J. 
B. and put a few Queſtions to him. Will he ſay St. Paul 
had. no Power or Authority over the Church of Corinth, when 
: he 


PF 
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he tells them, that tho They had ten thouſand Intruffors in 
: Chriſt, i. e. Paſtors or Teachers, yet that He was their Father > 
And therefore had over Them a Power Superior to thoſe In- 
ſtructors, (1 Cor. 4. 15.) That whatever he was to others, yet 
that without doubt he was an Apoſtle to them, and therefore 
had a Right to govern them, and demand a Maintenance from 
them (ch. 9. 2.) When he threatens them, that he wou/d 
come (hortly to them, and know (or take cognizance of) wor 
the Speech of them which are puffed up, but the Power, or Au- 
thority, (ch. 4:19 ) When he asks them, whether he ſhould 
come with a Rod, or in Love? (v.21.) When he tells them, he 
had already paſt ſentence upon the inceſtuous Perſon, and judged 
him, as preſent with them in Spirit, or by virtue of his Au- 
thority, tho abſent in Body, (ch. 5. 3.) Commanding them 
in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when they were gathered 
together, and his Spirit, with the power of ourLord Feſus Chriſt, 
to deliver him to Satan, and paſs the higheſt Sentence of Ex- 
communication upon him, (v. 4.) In a word. When he tells 
them, that ſhould he boaſt more of his Authority, than he had 
done, he ſhould not be aſhamed, (2 Cor. 10. 8.) And that he 
writ ſharply to-them, being abſent, leſt being preſent, he ſhould 
uſe ſharpneſs,according to the power, which theLord{ Chriſt) had 
given to him to Edification, aud not to Deſtruction, (2 Cor. 13. 
10.) And that for that very Reaſon, he had deferred for ſome 
time coming to them, (ch. 1. 23.) Had the Apeſtles no Power 
to impoſe thoſe Canons upon Particular Churches, which in o- 
penCouncil They reſolved upon, and ſent to all the Churches, 
(Acts 15. 20, 29. and 21. 25.) Had Timothy and Titus no 
Power over the Churches of Epheſus, and Creet, and their 
Reſpective Presbyters? | | | 
Thirdly, F. B. Having excluded the Apoſtles, and their 
- pretended, Succeſſors from any ſhare of Church Government; 
he lodges it all in his Scriptural Biſhops, or the Private Paſ- 
tors of Particular Churches. What I have already offered, to 


ſhew that the Power of Ordination in Particular does not be- 
ü long 
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long to Them, is enough to overthtow this bold Aſſertion. 
For that being a principal Act of Church Government, if 


it does not belong to Them: Then it neceſſatily follows, 


that the ſole and entire Power, or Right of Charch. Goveru- 


ment is not lodged in them. Yet that nothing material may 


ſeem to be paſſed over, as Unanſwerable, or Unobſerved, I 


will take a farther view of the Arguments, whereby heen- 


daavours to ſupport this laſt Aſſertion. The Firſt of which 


is a very Singular Inſtance of ſuch a Power, which by the Be- 
nefit of a ſtrong tancie he has conceived in che Presbyters of 


Epheſus. Thus, ſays he, when the Apoſtle Paul at Miletus, ſent 
for the Elders of the Church of Epheſus, he was ſo far from 


debarring them from the Government of it, (i. e. the Church 


of Epheſus) and reſerving it to himſelf, or to Timothy, or any 
Superior Officer; That he charges them with the Exerciſe of it, 
at their Important Duty, and requires them to feed, i e rule 
the Church of God, over which, the Holy Ghoſt hath made them 


Overſeers. Bur if theſe words do ſuppoſe in thoſe Elzers, 


the ſole independent Power of Church-Government. 1 ff. How. 
is it, that St. Paul preſumes to ſend for them, and give them 
ſuch a Charge, as toPerſons under his Authority, and ſubject 


to his Admonitions & Cenſure. For this ſeems to be tooAl- 


ſuming, and Unbecoming St. Pauls uſual Modeſty. 20%. How 


came He afterwards to Inſtruct & Direct them in many Parti- 


ulars, by way of Epiſtle, as One Superior to them in Spiritual 
Power and Authority, and to whom they were accounta- 
ble. And laſtſy, How came he to fix Timothy ſome time 
after over them, to Cenlure and receive Accuſations againſt. 
thoſe ſame Elders, as well as to Ordain Others? And in a 


word, to lodge the Supreme Power, and Chief Government of 


thatChurch in his hands ? It looks very odd, methinks, That 
dt. Paul ſhould pretend to do all this, after He had lodged: 
or entruſted the ſo/e Power of Church Government in their 
hands, and had not reſerved an y ſhareot it co Himſelf. And 
yet theſe are Matters of Fact, which cannot be denied by 
any one, who wants leſs modeſty than J. B. Truly 
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Truly the Words duly conſidered, do not in the leaſt ſup- 
-poſe or implie any ſuch ſele Power of Church-Government in 
theſe Elders, much leſs do they give Them it. : 

For Firſt, Theſe Elders had no greater Power, than the 
Elders of other particular Churches. But the Elders of other 
Charches have no ſuch Power given them, or ſuppoſed in 
them, as we can learn from any of the Epiſtles wric to them. 
Nor have we any one Inſtance of their Aſſuming or Exerci- 
ſing it, by Ordaining, Cenſuring, or Depoſing any of their 

own, or of any Ixferior Order. But whatever is mentioned of 

this nature in the Scriptures, is mentioned, as done, or to 
be done by the Apeſtles, or Such, as They expreſly gave ſuch 
a Power to. | 

Secondly, Their Buſineſs, as it is deſcribed in general 

terms, was to feed the Church of Chriſt, but the Church of 
_ Chriſt ſignifies the Whole, or Catholick Church. And will J. 
B. ſay, that They had the whole Power over the Catholick 
Church > Were They, and only They to govern the whole Catho- 
Tick Church 2. No. But They were to do their Duty in their 
Reſpective Poſts, to take care of that Part of the Church entrul- 
ted with Them, to promote the Honour of God, and the In- 
tereſt of the True Religion, in their proper Stations: And 
in doing this, They, as far as belonged to them, would feed 
the Church of Chriſt. For in feeding a Part, They in ſome ſenſe 
feed the Whole. Tis the part of every Single Paſtor to feed 
the Flock, or Church of Chriſt, but is every Private Paſtor 
an Apoſtle, or Univerſal Pope, or Biſhop * Or can He, by 
virtue of this General Commiſion to feed the Flock of Cbriſt, 
Craate, or Ordain otherPaſtors, as he thinks fit? Can he Cen- 
ſure, or Depoſe his Collegues, or exerciſe all other Acts of Go- 

vernment 2 For th feeding in general may imply all 4s and 

. Offices, conducing to the Good, and Edification of the Church; 

yet has not Every one, who is concerned in this great Work, 
a Power to exerciſe every ſuch 4 or Ofece. But then every 
one ſo concerned, may be ſaid to feed the Flock. —_— — 
7 — | $ 


ire greater Abilities, by reaſon of this Diverſity & Variety 


h 
aſſiſts in his Rank and Degree in that Work. The Rulers or 
Governours in Civil Societies, ot Common-Wealths ate ak 
luſively called Shepherds and Paſtors, as well as Church- 
Officers : But no One will ſay, chat every Magiſtrate in a Ci- 
vil Society, and who has a Share of the Government lodged: 
ia him, has a Power to exerciſe every Act of Government. 
Nor Thirdly, Are Feeding & Ruling convertible terms, as 
he ſuppoſes. For thò to ſeed the Flock,may in general implie 
every Ad or Ofice reſpecting the Good and Ediſication of 
Chriſtians, and to Rule among others: Vet does it more 
ſtrictly and properly. ſiguiſie to teach and iuſtruct the People 
in the Principles oſ the True Religion, to adminiſter Spiri- 
tual Food to them, and diſpenſe the Bread of Life. © 
are the ordinary neceſſary Duties of a Chriſtian Paſtor ; and 
other things only remorely, and as they are ſubſervient to 
theſe, and neceſſary on certain Occaſions, and with reſpet 
to the different Circumſtances,and the different Relations of 
Chriſtians to one another. Which latter, ch6 they may re> 


of Incidents: Yer are not ſo abſolutely Neceſſary, nor ſo 
commonly wanting, as Dazly Foed, the Word, and Sacra- 
ments. Whoſoever therefore are employed about theſe, are 
more immediately concerned in feeding the Flock of Chriſt. 
And ſo much of Church Power and Authority, we allow 

Presbyters. | | | 
And tho it be as neceſſary, That there ſhould be Some 
to Oydain thoſe Officers, as that there ſhould be ſuch Offcers, 
yet it is ſo far from being neceſſary, that it does not ſeem 
to me expedient, that every Private Paſtor (ſhould have that 
Power. Is every -one, that may be Authorized ro Minifter in 
an obſcure Congregation, or Parifh, and perform Holy Offices, 
always qualified co Fudge who may be admitted to the 
ſame Office 2 The neceffities of the Church may require, 
that Men of very ordinary Abilities, for want of better, may 
be admitted into the Miniſtry: But there is no ſuch no 
L | ity 


— — . ꝛꝓ'L’2—a1 — 


P 


( 82.) 
firy for them to be empowered to or«ain Others. Beſides, 
in a Conſtituted Church None ought to ordain, but Such, as 
have alſo a Power to inſtitute to the Cures, to Which Perſons: 
are Ordained, to depeſe the Scandalous, and cenſure the Dil- 
orderly. Which is a Work, not becoming every one inveſ- 
ted wich the ſame Office. Becauſe it is abſurd, One ſhould 
have a Power over his Equal. For this is co ſuppoſe, that 
One upon the ſame level with Another, is Superior to that 
Other. Nor does St. Pauls words, charging the 4/fratickPreſ- 
byters to take care of Themſelves, implie any ſuch Power in 
One over Another; but only that every one ſhould take 
care of himſelf. When 7. B. does at any time in his Ex- 
horrations, charge his Hoc to take care of themſelves ; does 
he thereby inrend to give them a Power over each other, to 


- cenſure, admoniſh, and corred each other? And how caſie 


would it be for the Guilty and Contumacious, to return up- 
on his pretended Judge, and with unequal Rigour exert that 
Power againſt him, which he has in an equal degree > 

Nor do the Two remarkable Circumſtances of this Charge, J. 
B. argues from (pag. 433) implie any ſuch Power committed 
to them. For it does by no means follow, becauſe St. Paul 
tells them, they were like to ſee his face no more; that there- 


fore He left them entirely to themſelves, with a mutual 


Power over cach other, or thar He would take no-further 
care of them. For ths would rather tend to make them Se- 
cure and Remiſs, than engage their Care and Diligence. 
Plainly he ſpoke thus to. them, as a Man apprehenſive 
of Danger, and foreſeeing in part, what was like to happen 
to him at Feruſalem, and before he ſhould. have another Op- 
portunity to ſee them: Not in the leaſt, as giving up any 
Authority, he had over them, or lodging the Government of 
the Church amongſt them in their hands for the future. For 
in Fact, we find he took a farther care of them, as well in 
Writing to them, as ſome time after Fixing Timothy in his 


room with Apoſtelick. Authority over them; and that chiefly 
| to 
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to cure or prevent thoſe Schiſms, which at this time he fore- 
wazns them of, as a farther Motive to engage their Care. For 
he ſays, that che Firſt Reaſon, why he perſuaded Timothy to a- 
bide and take up his Reſidence at Epheſus, was, to charge, or 
premoniſh ſome in that Church, (who *cis probable were Pres- 
byters) not to teach novel and ſtrange Doctrines, (I Ep. Tim. 1. 2, 
3.) which always end inSchiſms and Factions, (ch. 6. v. 4, 5.) 

His next Argument, to prove, That the ſole Power of Church- 
Government belongs to Private Paſtors, and that the Apoſtles ap- 
pointed none Superior to them, not Timothy and Titus in par- 
ticular, is a Negative one. Becauſe St. Paul does not deſcribe 
their Office, and the extent of it, nor mention their diſlin Cha- 
raters; but confound them with their Elders, ſuppoſed to be 
their Subjects, and a part of their Charge, pag. 43 4 But ſup- 
poſe St. Paul had not done this, does it neceſſarily follow, 
that there could be no ſuch Offce, or is the extent of every 
Offce then in the Church diſtinctly deſcribed in the New Teſta- 
ment? J. B. I believe, will not undertake to prove this. But 
he ſeems to allow, that had St. Paul deicribed their Offce,and 
mentioned their diſtinctive Characters, then muſt their Offce 
be diſtin from, and Superior to that of Common Presbyeers. 
Now if F. B. will be pleaſed to look over St. Pauls Epiſtles to 
thoſe Two Eminent Perſons, and read them with any Arten- 
tion, he will find their Ofice there very fully deſcribed, and 
their d;/tin# Characters mentioned; and that They are no 
where confounded with their Elders, but every where ſup- 
poſed Superior to them. As that they were to Ordain Elders, 
Receive Accuſations againſt them, Admoniſh, Excommunicate, 
and Depoſe them. Theſe, methinks, are very ditindtive Cha- 
raters, unleſs F. B. can produce better Arguments, than he 
has hitherto done, to prove, That every Private Presby- 
ter could do as much, and upon occaſion call 7imothy and Ti. 
tus to task. 

His Third Argument is St. Peters Charge to the Presbyters 
of the Diſperſed, to feed the Flock of God amongſt them, 1 Pet. 5. 
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2 3. &c, pag. 436. But how does it hence follow, that tlieſe 
Presbyters were all Private Paſtors, or that they had the fole 
Government of the Church in their hands, I cannot conceive. [ 
have already ſhown; that ro feed implies no ſuch Power. But 
let me ask J. B. how it comes to paſs, that St. Peter ſhould. 
take upon him to write to the Diſperſeu ditecting and admo- 
nifhing both Them and their Presbyters? And why to them, 
rather than all other Chriſtiaus, if, as the Apoſtle ot the Cir- 
cumciſion, he had no Power or Authority over them; or if 
they were under no obligation of Duty to obey him ? : 
But is he not put to a hard ſhift for Arguments, when he 

repeats what is {aid of thePresbyrery,Ordaining Timothy alone, 
or in concurrence with St. Paul, making them of equal Autho- 
rity with St. Paul; and of the Teachers jeyned with the Prophets 
at Antioch, in laying their hands on Barnabas and Saul, as if it 
were a formal Ordination, or as if this was done by the Oydi- 
nary Power of OrdivaryPaſtors. But enough of this already. 


From Reaſoning F. B. falls ro Complaining, at which he 

has much the better Talent; but without any other ground. 
but what is founded in his own Miſtake or Prejudice. For 
vo Dioceſan Biſhop (as I know of) claims (as he ſuggeſts) the 

ſole Power of Church Government over | ſome Stores or Hundred 
of Churches to the prejudice of theRight of Presbyters; or do ex- 
erciſca greater Power over them, than the Apoſites, and thoſe 
he calls Evangeliſts aFually did, or might have done, as occa- 
fron offered; but leave to Presbyters all the Power over their 
Reſpective Flocks, the Apoſttes inveſted them with; And if in 
this National Church they are required and obliged to exerciſe 
it under certain Regulations and Reſtrictions, tis originally 
by their own Conſent, for the avoiding Confuſion and Divi-- 
fon, which are very juſtifiable Reaſons: But poor Gentleman, 
he is. mightily concerned for the weful Corruption of Church 
Diſcipline, thro the conceiv d Abuſes prevailing in the Biſhops- 
Coutts; being of a Reſorming Spirit, and ambitious ro be 
J ? employed 
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employed in Cortecting and Diſciplining the Unruly & Srax+ 
dalous ; which he looks upon as an£ſſential Branch ef his pre- 
tended Office ; but can offer no better Reaſon for it, than his bu- 
ſie Temper. But if he finds the illegal Exerciſe of it ſo labouri- 
ous and difficult a Task over his Single' Congregation, (which I 
am ſorry he has ſo great occaſion to complain of) where Chri- 
ſtianity ij profeſt in it's greateſt Purity and Simplicity: Where is 
the harm, it he be aſſiſted and eaſed, or his Cenlures enforced 
by a Superior Authority 2 Or would he perſuade us to believe 
there cannot be, nor ever have been any Abuſes committed 
by Private Paſtors in the Exerciſe of their pretended Piſci- 
pline, by Synods & Claſſes of Lay-Elders, and Others? They 
all, it ſeems, are Wiſe, and Couragious, and Honeſt ! It is nor 
poſlible for any of them through Fear, or Ignorance, or Pre- 
judice, or Corruption, to err in Judgment | Beſides Biſhops - 
are much altered from what they formerly were. From Senior Paſ- 
tors of Single Congregations, They by certain imaginary degrees : 
t not only to a Superiority of Order over Presbyters, but 
firetched their Jurisdiction over many Churches, and ſwel'd tir 
Authority to a great Extent, pag. 438-9. Which being Matters 
of Fact, I deſue the Reader may ſuſpend his Aſſent to them, till 
7. B. be pleaſed to give us his Authority for them. Becauſe 1 
can tell him, that by ſome. of che means, he ſays, Biſbopricts 
were extended, they were rather Leſſened and Divided, 
Bur tho Dioceſan Biſhops be an Human Conſtitution, (ſuch as 
that of Timothy and Titus over Epheſus and Creet, and of feve- - 
ral Others mentioned in the New Teſtament) het may there 
ſomewhat be jaid for the Lawfulneſs of it, provided they did claim 
no other Superintendency and Care, or Authority over the ſeveral 
Churches or Congregations in their Dioceſes, and over their El- 
ders or Presbyters, than the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts (as He 
calls them) did attualy exerciſe.” Which indeed they do nor, 
nor alcogether ſo much. For Theſe by their own abſolute and 
ſingle Authority Ordained and Depojed Presbyters, which Dia- 
ce/an Biſhops are not permitted to do now a days, elpecially 
In. 
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in Thi, or the Church of England; and are alſo limited by Ca- 
nons and Cuſtoms in the Execution of their Epiſcopal Autho- 
rity, which the Other were not. So that They in Truth have 
more Reaſon to complain of the Diminution of their Power, 
than anyPretended Presbyters. But he cannot ſubmit to their 
Claim of a ſole Power of Ordination, which, They do not indeed 
claim; but with the Aſſiſtance of ſome Presbyters, which is 
all the ſhare in that Buſineſs, which Theſe can from Scripture 
pretend do, provided the Texts above quoted by J. B. ſig- 
niſie what he would have them. And therefore the Laufal 
Presbyters have no reaſon to complain, they are deprived of 


any juſt Right in this Point. 


And he thinks his own, and the Non Submiſſion of Others to 
Dioceſan Epiſcopacy as the more Excuſable, becauſe ſuch Terms 
of Miniſterial Communion are impos'd, as do exclude many from 
that ſacred Office, (of Scriptural Biſhops) that are eminently 
Qualified for it. What theſe Terms are, and how Unreaſona- 
ble and Unjuſtifiable, he ought to repreſent, before he com- 
plains of them: And that it is lawful to uſurp and exerciſe 
that Office, rather than comply with them, or forbear, But 
there are a ſort of Men in the World, who are altogether for 
Propoſing, not Receiving Terms. Who look upon all Laws, 
Canons, and Injunctions, reſpecting the good Order and 
Peace of Chriſtian Communities, to be Arbitrary Incloſures ; 
and would be Governed themſelves,and Govern others only 
by their own Arbitrary Wills; which is, in truth, the Height 
of Tiranny in Church and State. They are impatient of any 
Reſtraint or Diſcipline themſelves: But would have all others 
ſubmit to what Order and Diſcipline they think fit and pro- 
per. As it their Judgments, or rather Fancies alone, were the 
exact Meaſure of Truth and Juſtice, Decency and Order. 
And how can it be otherwiſe, when They think themſelves 
alone eminently Qualified for all Sacred Offices. They only are 
the Men of Learning, and Wiſdom, and Integrity, and Modeſty, 
andHumility ! They only are mortifted to the World, and the 
only Burning and Shining Lights of their Generation ! 


Bur 
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But that which of all other Terms is the moſt Grievous and 
Afflicting to their Righteous Souls, is, That they muſt be 
required to acknowledge Dioceſan Biſhops, as a Diſtindt Order 
from Prieſts and Deacons. Which indeed they are not expref- * 
ly required to acknowledge; and all the Preface to the Forms 
of Ordination ſays, (which he ſeems to refer to) is, that it s 
evident unto all men, diligently reading the Scriptures, and the 
Ancient Authors, that from the Apoſtles Time, there have been 
theſe Three Orders of Miniſters in Chrifts Charch, Biſhops, 
Prieſts, and Deacons. | 8 | 

This is a Conſcience-grating Term indeed! That Presby- 
ters ſhould acknowledge any Order of Miniſters in the Church: 
before them, or Superior to them | . Zinc illæ Lacrime ! O 
POWER the Darling of fallen Men, and the Fall of Devils! 
| TheFicſt only Schiſm and Rebellion in Heaven was for Love 
of it, and nothing clſe has diſturbed Chriſts Kingdom on 
Earth ſo much as it. This is the Spirit, that animates all the 
Children of Diſobedience. This makes Men ufurp the Office 
and Authority of Presbyters, this makes Presbyters uſurp not 
only the Ordinary Power of true Apoſtolick Biſhovs, but the ſole 
Power of Church-Government ! Our Lord, to decline Scandal, 
or giving Offence, would not inſiſt upon His Birthright, His 
Prerogative, as the Son of God. Theſe Men will confound 
Heaven and Earth, rather than recede from the leaſt Title of 
a Pretended or Conceived Right. Chriſt requires that They, 
who will be Great in HisXingdom, be Servants of all. Theſe 
Men will nor, to preſerve Chriſts Kingdom entire and undi-- 
vided, admit of any Saperior. | 

The True and Lawful Presbyters do not complain, that 
any Eſſential Branch of their Mice is torn from chem. They, 
who without any juſt Call invade the Ofice, They complain. 
The True Prestyters are prepared to bear with Abulcs, they | 
cannot help ; and patiently ſuffer ſome accidental Injuries, 
rather than offend the Weak by Contentions and Remon- 


ſtrances; knowing it is impoſſible, that None Superjor to them: 
ſhould; 


-- 
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ffliould ever happen to be Ixſolent or Arbitrary, They had rather in 


ſome Caſes reſign their Right, than that Chriſts Bedy ſhould be divi- 


ded, or tore aſunder: While Others are for Dividing without Chri- 
ſtian Affection, that they may ſeem to have a Right. Therefore ler 88. 
lomon be Judge, to whom the Right belongs, t Kings 3. 26. "2 

But it is pleaſant to obſerve, How theſe Double Reformed Prester: 
conſcious to themſelves, that They are too Pure to be ot any Church, 
would fain ſhelter themſelves from the Imputation of &hiſm, by a pre- 
tended Relation to the Reformed Churches abroad : And ſeem to take 
very unkindly any Diſreſpett offered to Them, as affecting Themſelves, 
pag. 442. Whereas the Reformed abroad have, as much as in Them lies, 
renounced any ſuch Relation, by Declaring againſt, and Condemning 
Thoſe, who Separate from the Efabliſhed Churches of ENGL AND, 
aud IRELAND: Being ſo far from Diſapproving our Epiſcopacy, 
that They look upon it as a Misfortune to want it. Nor are They at 
at a loſs ſor Arguments to vindicate their own Authority and Orders, 
withoutapproving the Uſurpations of Others. For it is one thing to 
be forced by Neceſſity, to recede from the Primitive Form of Church- 
Government; and another thing, wantonly and undutifully to oppoſe . 
and ſpeak Evil of it. It is one thing, to want an Order of Miniſters 
always in the Charch, from it's Firſt Conſtitution and Eſtabliſhment : 
Another thing to uſurp the Miniſtry, and ſubvert a Conſtitution or 
Form of Church-Governmext, altogether Primitive and Apoſtolical. For 
let the former be a Misfortune or Defect; tis certain the latter are 
Practices altogether inconſiſtent with 774th, or Charity. And ſo far 
from preparing the way to an Happy Concord amongſt the Reformed 
Churches: That they naturally tend to introduce Diſcord into all 
Churches, and Subvert all Church-Government, So that e're Mr B. 
will be able by theſe Methods, to acquire the fo much affeqed Charac- 
ter of a Peace-Maker, or Proteſt ant- Reconciler, he muſt alter the nature 
of Things, and Reconcile Contradiftions : He muſt make Schiſn and 
Concord to meet together, and Peace and Fact ion ſupport each other. 
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